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logical Association (APA), Cambridge University Press, Elsevier, 
Sage, and Springer. The majority of publishers are from either the 
United Kingdom or the United States with each comprising 37% of 
the collection respectively. Many of the journal titles are recognized 
as being high impact resources with heavy citation including The 
American Journal of Psychiatry, The Psychological Record, and Psy-
chotherapy and Psychosomatics.2 A search of the database discovered 
over 29,000 full-text dissertations, a sizeable increase from the previ-
ously indicated holdings of 7,000 such items.3 Videos are limited to 
the 2006 Intelecom Inside Out series of 22 videos providing an intro-
duction to psychology.

MARC records are available, as are COUNTER compliant usage sta-
tistics. The My Research feature enables users to create a personal ac-
count to save and organize resources from the database. Psychology 
Database seeks to be compliant with Section 508, ADA, and Level A 
and Level AA WCAG 2.0 guidelines.4 

User Interface/Navigation/Searching
Psychology Database uses the ProQuest platform. It is accessible 
from a PC or MAC computer via the supported browsers of Internet 
Explorer, Firefox, Google Chrome, and Safari.5 The user interface is 
clean and easy to navigate. 

The opening page is the Basic Search option with a search box for 
keyword terms and with checkboxes that limit results to full-text and/
or peer reviewed (see Figure 1). Tabs for Basic Search, Advanced 
Search, Publications, About, and Change Databases are at the top of 
each page as the user navigates across the platform. In the upper right 
hand corner of each page are icons for recent searches, a folder for se-
lected items, My Research and language selection, and help/support.

Advanced Search provides tabs for Command line, Recent searches, 
Thesaurus, Field codes, and Search tips with checkboxes to limit to 
full-text and/or peer reviewed (see Figure 2). The search defaults to 
Anywhere, which searches all indexed fields in the bibliographic re-
cord including the full-text with the user having the option to select 
various alternative fields to search from a drop down menu. Publica-
tion date can be specified via a drop down box. There is also a search 
box to look up subject headings in lieu of the thesaurus. Columns 
below the search boxes provide further means of refining the search 

Abstract
Psychology Database from ProQuest is a comprehensive, online col-
lection of full-text resources dedicated to psychology and its relat-
ed disciplines. With a substantial list of scholarly journals from the 
field’s top publishers along with a strong collection of full-text dis-
sertations, this database is positioned to serve the needs of a range of 
users in their psychology research. The intuitive ProQuest interface 
is easy to navigate and the product is compatible with most internet 
browsers and authentication methods. Psychology Database would 
gain appeal by increasing their collection of videos, books, trade pub-
lications, and other resources beyond scholarly journals and disserta-
tions. Users who prefer the EBSCOhost or Ovid Technologies plat-
form or who require a more comprehensive indexing resource may 
consider PsycInfo as an alternative to Psychology Database. 

Pricing Options
Psychology Database is a subscription resource. Pricing is based 
upon the number of users and institution size. For a customized quote, 
libraries are encouraged to contact ProQuest directly.1

Product Overview/Description
Psychology Database is an online aggregate of full-text resources 
covering psychology and related disciplines available via subscrip-
tion from ProQuest. Founded in 1938, ProQuest is well-known for its 
array of multidisciplinary databases as well as discovery and citation 
management services amongst other products. Psychology Database 
covers the subject areas of behavioral psychology, clinical psycholo-
gy, developmental psychology, neurology, personality, psychobiolo-
gy, psychometrics, and social psychology. Coverage is also provided 
in such areas as genetics, communication, addiction, social welfare, 
criminology.

This database is made up of more than 30 document types includ-
ing scholarly journals, trade journals, magazines, e-books, videos, 
and conference papers and proceedings. The title list of publications 
(which does not include dissertations) as of May 4, 2019 indicates a 
collection of 1,293 titles. Of these, 98% are scholarly journals with 
nine books, nine trade journals, and four magazines present. The top 
publishers in psychology are represented, such as American Psycho-
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by age group, source type, document 
type, and language. 

Results are sorted by relevance as 
a default, but can be changed to sort 
by currency. Icons denote the source 
type. The left side navigation bar al-
lows the user to refine results by full-
text, peer reviewed, source type, date, 
publication title, document type, sub-
ject, company/organization, location, 
person, and language. Additionally, 
any books or videos in the collection 
that match the search are identified in 
the right side navigation bar. 

Upon selecting a journal article, the 
abstract and full-text are displayed. 
Tabs offer the options of full-text PDF, 
abstract/details, and references. Refer-
ences available in Psychology Data-
base or another ProQuest database to 
which a user is subscribed are hyper-
linked. Users may download the PDF, 
create a citation, e-mail, print, save, 
or add the work to a folder of saved 
items. A Cited By link indicates the 
number of times the work has been 
cited and a list of those citations with 
hyperlinks when available. By select-
ing Documents with Shared Referenc-
es, a list of publications that cited the 
same references as the work selected 
are displayed. The right side naviga-
tion bar provides a selection of related 
items in the collection and the option 
to search with indexing terms by sub-
ject or MeSH subject (see Figure 3). 

From any page the user may select 
from the tabs of Publications, About, 
or Change Databases. By selecting 
Publications, users can view a list of 
all titles (excluding dissertations) in 
the databases in alphanumeric order 
with a check box to limit to those pub-
lications that are full-text. The left side 
navigation bar allows users to further limit by source type, language, 
and publisher. The About tab provides a brief product summary. 
Change Databases enables users to cross search additional ProQuest 
databases to which they have access.

The ProQuest Administrator Module includes options to customize 
the product such as selecting interface settings, branding, authenti-
cation, defining and customizing link resolvers, preparing usage re-
ports, and obtaining MARC records. These tasks can be navigated 
via the left side navigation bar, the page itself, or a drop down box of 
Common Tasks (see Figure 4). 

Critical Evaluation
Psychology Database is a leading social science database with the fa-
miliar and user-friendly ProQuest interface that is likely to be a prod-
uct of choice to support academic programs, research, and organi-

zational needs in psychology and related disciplines. It is accessible 
using a variety of browsers from either a PC or MAC computer. The 
product covers the breadth of the psychology discipline with a vari-
ety of document types, namely peer-reviewed journal articles and an 
extensive collection of full-text dissertations. At over 1,200 scholarly 
journal titles and over 29,000 full-text dissertations, the collection is a 
sizable resource for a range of research topics in psychology. Contrib-
uting publishers are well-respected in the discipline. Authentication 
can be achieved through a variety of methods. Contract provisions 
are standard to the product type and specify terms for remote access, 
downloading and printing works, and Interlibrary Loan. With pricing 
available based on the number of users and institutional size, Psychol-
ogy Database is suitable for libraries of most sizes. 

When considering the addition of Psychology Database to a collec-
tion of electronic resources, there are a few aspects that may detract 
from the product. While the Psychology Database product website 

FIGURE 2 ProQuest Psychology Database Advanced Search Options

FIGURE 3 ProQuest Psychology Database Search Result Display

FIGURE 4 ProQuest Administrator Module
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indicates the presence of “diverse sources of content including disser-
tations and training videos,” the majority of the title list (not including 
dissertations) is comprised of scholarly journals. With just 9 book ti-
tles and 14 combined magazine and trade journal titles, it is difficult 
to view the sources as “diverse.” Also, the claim that the collection 
has “training videos” is highly misleading as there is only one video 
series in the database. This video series does not provide training, but 
rather covers introductory psychology and, having been produced in 
2006, is rather outdated as well. Additionally, while Psychology Da-
tabase’s holdings are extensive it is considerably less than the number 
of journal titles and dissertations indexed by PsycInfo and as such is 
more suited to undergraduate than graduate level research. Users who 
would prefer either the EBSCOhost or Ovid Technologies platform 
and/or require more robust journal and dissertation title coverage may 
opt for a subscription to PsycInfo as an alternative to Psychology Da-
tabase. 

Competitive Products
The two key products in the realm of aggregate psychology data-
bases most comparable to Psychology Database are PsycINFO and 
PsycARTICLES, both of which are produced by APA. Both products 
may be licensed from ProQuest, EBSCOhost, or Ovid Technologies. 
Each offers subscriptions at the individual or institutional level. The 
indexing of all APA database has the value added feature of a thesau-
rus based on the Thesaurus of Psychological Index Terms which is 
a time honored and well respected reference work in the behavioral 
sciences, whereas Psychology Database does not offer a specialized 
thesaurus.

PsycINFO is a database of “literature from the behavioral and social 
sciences”. It functions primarily as an abstracting and indexing ser-
vice, but many of the articles are full-text. Coverage is 1597 to cur-

rent. Content is comprised of 2,500 journals which make up the vast 
majority of records at 80% of the collection. Nearly all (99%) of the 
journals in the collection are peer reviewed. Additional items include 
books and dissertations, with over 480,000 dissertations currently in-
dexed. The collection strives for global coverage with publications 
from more than 50 countries and journals in 29 languages.6 Compar-
ing the title lists for Psychology Database and PsycInfo, there appears 
to be a sizable number of overlapping titles suggesting that libraries 
with more restricted budgets may want to carefully compare these ti-
tle lists when making a purchase decision. 

PsycARTICLES contains full-text peer-reviewed journal articles pub-
lished by APA and affiliated journals with coverage from 1894 to cur-
rent. There are 110 journals in the collection published by APA, Ca-
nadian Psychological Association, and Hogrefe Publishing Group. 
Content includes 200,000 full-text articles.7 While not likely to be a 
replacement for either Psychology Database or PsycInfo, this product 
often makes a nice addition to a library’s collection as a supplement 
to these resources.

Psychology Database (ProQuest) 
Review Scores Composite: HHH 1/2
The maximum number of stars in each category is 5.

Content: HHH

A large collection of scholarly journals and dissertations. The database would benefit from more substantial holdings in 
additional resources such as books, videos, and trade publications. With significantly less robust holdings than competing 
products, it is appropriate primarily for undergraduate research needs.

User Interface/Searchability: HHH 1/2
The ProQuest interface is easy to navigate. The product seeks to comply with accessibility guidelines. However, those who 
are unfamiliar with ProQuest may have some difficulty initially transitioning to the platform. Psychology Database does not 
offer a specialized thesaurus which limits more precise searching.

Pricing: N/A
As a direct quote was not provided by ProQuest, it is difficult to assess this area. However, the product does offer a substan-
tial title list of journals and dissertations with pricing adjusted to FTE and institutional size.

Purchase/Contract Options: HHHH

Contract provisions are standard for the product. Terms do limit the amount of a work that can be printed, e-mailed, or 
shared via Interlibrary Loans.

Contact Information
ProQuest
789 E. Eisenhower Parkway
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
Phone: (800) 521-0600
E-mail: <customerservice@proquest.com>
Producer URL: <https://www.proquest.com>
Product URL: <https://www.proquest.com/products-services/

pq_psychology_journ.html>
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Purchase & Contract Provisions
Purchase and contract provisions are outlined in the ProQuest Terms 
and Conditions. This specifies that the product is to be accessible only 
at the purchaser’s principal location and those locations identified on 
the order form. Additional locations may be added with written notice 
and payment of any required fees to ProQuest. Authorized users are 
defined within the document for public libraries, schools/academic 
institutions, and organizations. Remote access is permitted via secure 
authentication. Users may display, use, download, or print “reason-
able portions of articles or other works” for the purpose of research 
and analysis. Uses may create durable links for use as electronic re-
serves in course packs. Regarding Interlibrary Loan (ILL), the terms 
stated the “customer may loan digital or print copies of materials to 
other libraries, provided that (i) loans are not done in a manner or 
magnitude that would replace the receiving library’s own subscription 
to the Service or purchase of the underlying work (e.g., newspaper, 
magazine, book), (ii) Customer complies with any special terms gov-
erning specific content or licensors as described in this Agreement, 
(iii) with respect to ebooks, copying is limited to small portions of a 
book, and (iv) Customer complies with all laws and regulations re-
garding ILL.” It is also permissible to engage in scholarly sharing 
by providing “minimal, insubstantial amounts of materials” provided 
that it does not serve as a replacement for the service or the purchas-
ing of the work shared. Streaming video and audio materials may not 
be downloaded or copied. MARC records may be placed in the cus-
tomer’s online public catalog or shared online catalog. The full terms 
and conditions may be viewed at <https://www.proquest.com/about/
terms-and-conditions.html>.

Authentication
The ProQuest platform supports a variety of authentication methods 
including IP address, user ID and password, and Shibboleth. Librar-
ies should contact ProQuest directly for more specific information for 
their institution.
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