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Introduction

This oral history study of Lenoir-Rhyne College’s past was the result of 
a number of fortunate circumstances. First, the History Hepartnent, after 
joining the North Carolina Institute of Applied Hlstorv, worked to innlenent 
courses that would give students practical experience in "doing history." 
Oral history is one of these courses. Second, Associate Academic Dean 
Grant Hammond made the serendipituous suggestion that the oral hlstorv 
and archaeology classes combine in studvlng the history of the College. 
Third, a very outstanding class of History and American ‘Studies majors, 
many of xjhom were seniors, indicated their interest in the anplled hlstorv 
idea and subsequentlv registered for the Oral History class. Finallv, 
the administration of the College gave approval and sunport to the nroject.

Prior to the beginning of second semester, 1977, a survey was sent to all 
Lenoir-Rhyne alumni through the class of 1^30 and to a random sampling 
(one in forty) of those who graduated since 1930. The thrust of the 
project was to be first toward preserving the irreplacable recollections 
of the older alumni and second toward organizing chronologically the 
history of the College. Students spent the first six weeks of the semester 
learning oral history techniques and studying the available documentarv work 
on the College’s history, then they began interviewing. Excited about the 
project, both the students and I tended to overestimate the amount of work 
and the number of Interviews that could be accomplished during the remainder 
of the semester. For example, we found that most people needed ten to 
twelve hours to transcribe one sixty-minute tape. Thus, vje got less done 
than we had hoped. We, therefore, view this project very much as the 
beginning rather than the end of the oral hlstorv of Lenoir-Rhyne. However, 
the amount of work Invested by this remarkable group of students and the 
considerable accomplishments attained in just one semester merit, I believe, 
a compilation of the oral history thus far recorded. TRACES is a beginning 
of the oral history of Lenoir-Rhyne College.

Gur debts to friends and supporters of this project are m.anv: to former 
lAssociate Academic Dean Grant Hammond who first suggested the project; to 
form.er Dean of the College James Unglaube, ^resident Albert Anderson, and 
Rusiness-Manager-Treasurer Harry Livengood who gave the project administrative 
blessing and support; to Mr. Clarence Pugh, who provided indispensable 
funding for postage and help with mailing the surveys; to Mr. Jeff Norris, 
who allowed us to use his unpublished hlstorv of the College to the IR^'C's 
as background and spoke to the class on the subsequent history; to Robin 
Gatwood, x.’ho provided valuable commentary and audlo-visQal resources: to 
Mr. Curtis Haul, who aided us with Library work; to Mr. Don Miller, a 
History alumnus, who volunteered to continue research and \7r0te the article 
on the legends of Lenoir-Rhyne; to Mrs. Debbie Van Dyke for her patience 
and hard work in typ^ing the final drafts: and finally a special thanks to 
all the Lenoir-Rhyne alumni vrho received the students graciouslv into their 
homes and shared with us their memories of the Lenoir-Rhvne that was.





"THE DEVIL IS IN ST. ANDREW'S CHOIR!"

Interview with Mrs. Ethel Yoder 
April 27, 1977 

interviewer: Katha Williams

Mrs. Yoder, a resident of Hickory, completed her studies at Lenoir- 
Rhyne in 1917* She is the widow of -former Lenoir-Rhyne professor and 
department head, Craig Yoder. She has lived in and around Hickory most 
of her life, and is a member of St. Andrew's Lutheran Church.

INTERVIEWER: What other "buildings were on the campus at that time?

NARRATOR: Well, I've already mentioned Oakview Hall. And there was 
Old Main, ...and we had the Yoder Building... and the old St. Andrew's 
Church, which stood on the corner of the campus, to the right of the 
present Conrad-Fritz dormitory, -way down in the corner of the campus. 
It was a beautiful church with beautiful windows. The present church 
windows can't compare with those windows, I've often wondered Just 
what they did with those windows when they had to tear it down.

INTERVIEWER: Were they stained glass windows?

NARRATOR; Oh, huge stained glass windows. Yes, there were two 
especially which were just beautiful. They were much larger than 
the present windows. Our present windows of St. Andrew's are beautiful 
but these -were large.

INTERVIEWER: What was Sunday like?

NARRATOR: Well, on Sunday we really had a full day. We went to Sunday 
School. We had classes for the college students. And then we went to 
the 11:00 a.m. worship service. After dinner we went to the College 
Luther League, which was held at the Church. And in the evening. 
Vespers. And the students were active,in the congregation. Seme of 
us sang in the choir, all the time we were there. And sometimes we 
helped with other things.

INTERVIEWER: You were telling me about the se'rmon you had one day.

NARRATOR? Do you really want me to tell that?

INTERVIEWER: Yes, I'd like to hear that again.

NARRATOR; You want me to tell who the pastor was?

INTERV-IEWER: Yes.

NARRATOR: Well, the pastor was the Rev. J,.D. Mauney. He was a very fine 
pastor. And he was a very dedicated pastor. And when anything happened 
in the congregation, why, he took it to heart and talked to the 
congregation about it. And everybody knew that the next Sunday he would 
preach to the point. So he started his sermon. The very beginning of it 
why Rube Lippert, one of the college students, fell asleep.
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He was sitting in the choir, right over ftext to the pulpit. So pastor 
Mauney began his sermon. And he got a little hotter and a little 
hotter, and finally he shook both hands and said, ’"’’he Devil is in 
St. Andrew's congregation!" And he turned to the choir, which had 
also had some trouble with it, with the same thing, and said, "The 
Devil is in St. Andrew's choir!" (chuckles) And with that Dube Lippert 
woke up, and he said he never got over that thought, that he was 
awakened to find out he was the Devil in St. Andrew's choir. Rut the 
trouble was all settled and the congregation got hack to hard work 
again.

Were the students and the congregation In. the same 
seating together in the Church?

all the students and the facultv were supposed to 
sit on the left hand side of the Church, and the con.gregation sat on 
the right hand. Well, of course, there were some of the congregation 
sat on the left hand side, too. But the students and facultv were 
definitely supposed to sit on the left side. And that xTOrried the 
Dean of the College who was also a member of St. Andrew's. Tt worried 
him very much. I think he spoke to them and got them to sit on the 
left hand side again.

IHZERVIE^: Could you tell me something about the student activities?

NAI^TOR: Well, one of the most wonderful things we had was the four 
literary societies. We had two elegant halls on the second floor of 
the Old Main, for pur meetings. They were furnished for that purpose. 
Beautifully furnished. We had carpet on the floor, velvet draperies 
at the windows, and plush chairs. The names of these four literary 
societies were the Chrestonian and Eumenian. The Chrestonian for bovs, 
Eumenian for girls. It's a sister-brother arrangement, /^nd thev shared 
one hall. The girls met on Friday afternoon and the bovs on Friday 
evening. And then for other two societies, we had the Furonian and 
the Philalethian. That was a sister-brother arrangement also. The 
Euronlan for boys. They met on Friday evenings. And the Philalethian 
for girls who met on Friday afternoon. I told you about the—oh and 
at the end—at the end of either one of either hall there was a raised 
platform. And we had a beautiful chair and desk for the President. And 
on either side was another chair and desk for the secretary and the 
critic. These literary societies were carried on entirely by the students. 
We had strict rules, perfect order, and we follox.zed Robert's Rules of 
Order to the letter. We had excellent programs which we created 
ourselves. Next to my classwork classwork—classwork—my three 
years of creativity in the Eumenian society helped prepare me for life 
after college. During these sixty years since graduation, and it has 
been sixty years we're going to celebrate our sixtieth anniversary at 
commencement, but during these sixty years T have been president of manv 
meetings. The most Important of which was the President of our North ’

JSynodical Lutheran Missionary Society for three years, during 
these activities I have been keenly aware of the 

creative and strict training I had in my literary socletv’ at Lenoir 
College.
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INTERVIEWER: What was dating like? How did the hoys and girls get 
together?

NARRATOR; Well, at all of our cultural programs we had dates to go 
to those. And once they decided that we were having too many dates. 
So they called a halt when there was to he a faculty concert. There 
was to he a veiy important concert. And the hoys and girls were 
angered because they couldn't have dates to go to this. So they 
(laughs) they boycotted the concert. And it was very emharassing for
the powers 
again were 
times too. 
hoys wrote

that he. So they called off such a han. And we never 
not permitted to have dates. Oh, we had dates at other

Once a month we were permitted to have call night. The 
formal notes to their girls asking permission to call.

The girls responded in the same formal manner, accepting 
rejecting. And for those who were going steady as Craig 
for the last two and a half years we were there, why, it

Craig continued to write the formal note each time.

All the students got out and 
strolled up and down the Warpath, which 
to the entrance of the campus, at the 
is.. We couldn't walk with the hoys, 
and we could have many good talks 

Once the

or 
and I did 
was different.

And he was
very precise and sedate, hut he ended it by saying, if it was alright 
and I would accept for me not to bother to answer. And so I didn't 
answer. Aside from formal dates, another time we could talk with one 
another was in the evening after dinner, 
walked hack and forth—rather, 
was the driveway from Old Main 
corner down where St. Andrew's 
hut they walked just behind us
together. Back and forth and hack and forth we strolled.
matron decided the sexes were being together entirely too much so she 
called a halt to the strolls. Angered very much, the students plotted. 
So one evening the girls all gathered in front of Oakview. The hoys 
all came down from Highland Hall and circled around the girls, singing 
•and giving yells. Having a regular pow-wow. The matron called the 
president over, and he came. They were horrified. And after so long 
the melee was calmed down. As a result the han was again lifted and 
we were able to stroll up and down the Warpath. There was also 
another (pause) date that we had each spring we had a faculty-student 
picnic. It was out on the Catawba River. There was no dam on the
river then, so there was no lake. The College furnished the picnic 
lunch. That was always a happy time, a gala time because we were with 
our lovers all day long. We walked to and from the river. It was 
a delightful time.





ON THE WARPATH

Interview with Mrs. Jesse E. Kuhn, A.B., 1916

Interviewer: Jeff Bright

Mrs. Kuhn lives in Hickory and is a retired second grade school 
teacher. She has kept in constant touch with Lenoir-Rhyne and has 
seen many changes since her years as a student. The following 
account of the early days was written by Mrs. Kuhn in conjunction 
with an interview by Jeff Bright.

"It is almost unbelievable when one compares Lenoir-Rhyne 
College today with Lenoir College in 1913, the year I entered. I 
was a little bashful country girl who lived with my parents and four 
sisters and one brother six miles south of Hickory.

"I- shall never forget my day of registration. I was very 
frightened. My sister Pearl accompanied me. She had graduated several 
years prior to that time with flying colors. She was well known among 
all college faculty as having a very keen mind. She explained the 
inefficiency of the county high schools to prepare students for college, 
so she taught her younger sisters each summer on a regular basis. It 
was very difficult for us to work on the farm and study, but our 
parents demanded it. Pearl knew exactly what we needed to accomplish 
before entering college. When she explained this to the registrar, 
he immediately said, 'Oh, yes, we will enroll her as asophomore,' thus 
I was in college only three years until graduation.

"In my home money was very scarce. We all worked hard on the farm. 
It was our parents' goal to have all six children graduate from Lenoir- 
Rhyne College. To bring this about we could not afford to live in the 
dormitory. At that time there was only one dormitory, namely Oak View 
Hall which stood about where Mauney and Schaeffer Halls are today.

"Where St. Andrews Church now stands there was a large two story 
white frame house which once belonged to Dr. R.A. Yoder, the first 
President of Lenoir-Rhyne College. This house was used for girls who 
were financially unable to live in the dormitory but who did their own 
cooking in their own room, or as they were called self-help students. 
We followed the same rules and were organized as the dormitory students.

"We never needed to worry about clothes for Sunday. We all wore 
uniforms. Each fall the girls were lined up and measured for dark blue 
serge suits. When spring came many bolts of white material were ordered, 
a heavier type for skirts, a daintier type for blouses. They were made 
by a Miss None Miller who lived on campus in a house which stood where 
the south side of Cromer Center now stands.

"Girls could not walk up town or anywhere off campus unchaperoned. 
Walking behind them must either be a faculty member or a senior wearing 
cap and robe. Also caps and robes were worn by the seniors to church 
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during the senior year in college.
"It was definitely against the rules for the boys and girls to 

have dates, except each first Monday night which was termed 'call 
night.' At that time the boys went to the dormitory and rang the bell. 
It was answered by an especially appointed person who asked whom they 
wished to see, then the girl was summoned.

"However after call night if the boys and girls were permitted to 
attend a performance together, as a lecture, a musical or debate, the 
next call night was cancelled.

"Everyone attended church on Sunday. Sunday afternoons were 
lovely. We were not supposed to study on Sunday. It was sinful. We 
had no classes on Mondays. That day was set aside for studying, cleaning 
rooms and washing any clothes necessary. /There wa^/ no visiting between 
boys and girls on Sunday, except brothers and sisters could visit during 
certain hours. It was rather amusing to see some students who claimed 
relationships with others.

"On Sunday afternoons the students walked back and forth for hours 
on what was then called 'The War Path.' This path (dirt) begail on the 
corner of the campus next to St. Andrew's Church and curved around by 
the girls' dormitory and back to the starting point. The students were 
not supposed to stop or talk, but one would be amazed at how notes, etc. 
could be passed from one hand to another without stopping or saying a 
word. Well, one instance I recall....

"Where the City Post Office now stands there was once a huge 
building ceuLled the armory building. In this building the Women's 
Department of the Catawba County Fair was held. My mother was quite 
skilled at canning fancy foods,. also sewing. She always rented a 
whole booth for her wares and handiwork. One year during the fair I 
went up street with a group of girls (oh yes, we were chaperoned) we 
went to my mother's booth. Both my parents were there; later the boy 
whom I was dating at that time Joined us. The girls soon left and when 
it was time for me to leave, my friend walked across the railrpad with 
me to main street where I met the other girls and went to the College.

"The next day in class when the Professor called the roll he said 
rather sharply, 'Miss Setzer, I want to speak with you after class.' I 
wondered what sin I had committed, but stayed anyway as demanded. He 
informed me he had seen me walking in town with a young man unchaperoned 
and added, 'You know that is definitely against the rules.' I informed 
him I had been with my parents all afternoon and they knew I walked over 
to meet some girls and they knew my boy friend walked with me. I had 
my parents' permission. He stormed out, 'Well; all those people who saw 
you did not know you had permission. You will have to meet with the 
faculty and do some explaining.' I cried and cried. My friend met with 
the faculty and explained. However, I remember the humility I felt over 
the situation.

"Even in those days when there was a dining room for the girls and 
one for the boys, there was a great deal of griping about the food, as 
one boy said, 'The butter spoke to the coffee, but the coffee was too 
weak to answer.'



"Always Jokes were being played. As one day when we went to 
class there in Old Main stood a milk cow gently chewing her cud. 
So after the big College bell was taken down and hidden, it was 
fastened very high over Old Main and it was quite a chore to get it 
down. It was always found; however, the last time it was never 
found. A few weeks ago my sister and I went to an eating place for 
Sunday lunch. We ran into a fellow who was in college when we were 
and was also an instigator of many Jokes. He said on this occasion, 
’I would love to attend Commencement this year, but they still blame 
me for the loss of the old bell.' When asked where it is he exclaimed, 
'Why down in the bottom of the old well Just ringing away.'

"Now I have touched on the lighter side of college life in the 
teens. However we studied hard, burned much midnight oil, and by the 
way all six of the Setzer children graduated from Lenoir-Rhyne College 
for which we are deeply grateful to our parents. LRC is and will 
always be very dear to our hearts."



STUDYING...AND TEACHING

Interview with Mrs. Margaret Vannemacher Deal 
May 6, 1977 

Interviewer: Joanna James

Mrs. Deal, who currently resides on 4th Street, N.W., in Hickory, attended 
Lenoir-Rhyne College as a piano and voice major between 1915 and 1921. 
Since' her graduation, she has taught private music lessons in her 
home.

INTERVIEIJER: Mrs. Deal, you were on campus from 1915...

NARRATOR; Well, really, I was on the campus from 1915 until, let’s see, 
four years after I graduated. I continued to study with the voice 
teachers there. I was always studying something there for years... 
singing in the chorus, and what have you ...

INTERVIEWER: Did you live on campus while at Lenoir-Rhyne?

NARRATORi Ho, the only time I was on campus was the last half of the last 
semester of my senior year. Now, because I had had so much piano before, 
I was allowed to give my senior recital after two years. And that was in 
1917; I graduated in 1917. But I kept on studying piano, and the next 
year I knew that I had passed all that I wanted to pass...thought all I 
had to do was get out on my own. My father had died two years before 
and left my mother with two children younger than me that she wanted to 
get throug,h college. I was able to teach piano lessons..! already had 
several piano students while I was in school... It was necessary for me 
to go to work. So I went right on into teaching...But besides that, I 
walked back and forth to school. You couldn’t just walk through here, 
you had to go all the vzay around Belk’s corner, down the railroad. The 
Superintendent of Schools at that time, Dr. Yount, saw me walking home 
from the college with my books under my arm. At that time I had graduated 
from piano and was going home to teach my lessons. And he passed me, 
right here in the street—never will forget It-he didn’t have a car... 
had a ponv and buggy. And Professor Yount greeted me, and he picked me 
up and said, "Miss Uannemacher, I would like to know if I can get vour 
help. May I take you back to tovm?" Of course, I said yes; I was glad 
to get the ride. And he said, ’’Well, I’m going to lose a teacher in the 
second grade, and I need a teacher very badly." The teacher was having 
to leave; and she had been there a month or so, it was early in the 
fall. And he said, I don’t know where to look for another teacher."

Of course, in a town this size the, it was hard to find enough people. 
Nearly all the teachers came up from South Carolina, from the University 
of South Carolina. Then, they had the idea that it was better not to 
■have too many home-grown' teachers. I mean, teachers that people knew. 
And there was a period after that when it was very hard for a cirl from 
Hickory to get a job in town. ...
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So I said, "I’ll be glad to tfy it." I went over there, and I taught all 
that year, and two more years, and I would have stayed on h.^d I liked it... 
had it fulfilled my training in life. But my class was growing, and I’d 
come home after school and start teaching; and I was teaching all day 
long. And it began to wear on me. So I decided to stop that. And then 
the College offered me—if I’d go to Chicago for special summer school, 
they would offer me a job at the College. They needed someone who could 
help with the students, you know, when there was an overflow. ...So I 
stayed down there no more than a year and a half because I got married. 
When I got married, I decided I was not going to stay out of the home. 
It was my idea that I got married because I wanted my own family, and I 
didn’t want to be tied down to the College..So...I’d stop long enough 
to have a baby (laughs) and get him started on the way, and then, I’d 
go at it full strength again.

INTERVIEWER; Do you remember Old Main?

NARRATOR; Oh, yes. That was the main building. It was Ix! Everything 
went on there. The library was a room no longer than these two rooms put 
together. We girls and boys who came from town carried our lunch down 
there...they didn’t have a cafeteria. And Old Main had an auditorium 
upstairs, and there was a balcony in Old Main, and I remember so often 
people sitting up there. And there used to be Shakespearian plays. 1 
used to go when Father was living, and that place would be full. There 
was nothing else in town like a theatre or like that, and it was the 
place to go to do anything at all. We had elocution and public speaking, 
and a number of students graduated in that course.

INTERVIEWER; What was the effect of World War I on LR? Did things change?

NARRATOR; Yes, as far as enrollment is concerned, it did. My husband was 
in World War I, and so of course when the war came along in 1917, I was 
graduating in voice. It was 1918 and 1919—those were the times that 
took the boys away. In my sister’s class, it did affect the College then. 
The girls were dominant.

I remember the winter of 1918, and such a bad winter. It fell, and just 
stayed. I can remember wAlking to the College. I remember it just like 
it was yesterday. What an awful time that was! How cold it was!

INTERVIEWER; Were there any special places in Hickory that the students 
liked to go?

NARRATOR; No. Not any place. Nothing. And the social life chiefly was 
with the church groups. You had your get-togethers in Luther League. You 
were in Luther League uhtil you were in your twenties. You were continually 
with those people, so that’s where your friends were...We had. our parties, 
hay rides, picnics to Baker’s Mountain on wagons...So I didn’t feel like I 
was slack in any social life. I was too busy! Saturday night you were busy 
getting ready for church on Sunday. You couldn't think about your social 
life on Saturday night.
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IITTERVIEWER; Did Lenoir-Rhyne schedule hdliday dances?

NARRATOR; No. There was no dancing going on. I suppose it was considered 
not the thing to do. Far as I know, there was none of that going on. You 
know, they used to forbid dancing as far as just getting out and having 
dances.

INTERVIEWER; What do you remember about athletics at LR?

NARRATOR; Well, my father was one of the first to stimulate baseball in 
1911. The College was real young when we moved here. And the baseball 
games were always in the daytime..no electricity or anything like that.

INTERVIEWER; Baseball was the main sport?

NARRATOR; It was. No football. And there was not too much competition 
between the schools. I never was especially Interested in athletics.

INTERVIEWER; Did the girls receive the same education that the boys did?

NARRATOR; Well, chiefly you were going to teach. And the business 
department became more and more important as time went on. And domestic 
science used to be one of the favorites..a lot went in for that. If you 
learned to sew well, you could teach that. Or to cook. And the music 
field. But there wasn't much else for a girl as I remember. There 
wasn’t much business education then. I don't know how strong it was; but 
as for the girls I knew, no one was studying that. A lot of the girls are 
teaching...and most got married.

daytime..no


DAILY LIFE AT LENOIR-RHYNE

Interview with Mrs. Wilkie Paterson Beatty 
Interviewer; Rodney Bobak

Wilkie Paterson Beatty, a member of the Class of 1925, is an active 
senior citizen who is Involved in church and civic work in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. She had planned on entering the foreign missions field 
of the Lutheran Church until her future husband asked her to consider 
him as a mission field and marry him. She chose the home missions.

INTERVIEWER: Could you tell me what factors Influenced your going to 
Lenoir-Rhyne?

NARRATOR; Well, I was already accepted at Greensboro, but because I 
was very definitely Interested in the religious aspects of my life and 
considering full time Christian service, I decided that the place for me 
to go was Lenoir-Rhyne College. So I changed at the last minute and was 
accepted at Lenoir-Rljyne.

INTERVIEWER; Could you describe what life x^as like in a dorm?

NARRATOR; Life was great for me in a dorm. I enjoved it very much. We 
had roommates. We had a number of restrictions, but they dldp’t bother 
me because I didn’t care to do a lot of the things that were prohibited 
anyway. We had our meals in the same building where we lived. And one 
thing we had to watch out about was to be fully dressed by the time we 
got down to breakfast in the morning. We enjoyed the fellowship with the 
girls. We had nice groups of girls that we met with in the afternoon 
and talked with and made some very close friendships that lasted to this 
day.

INTERVIEVTER: Could you give me any of the Social restrictions? The 
things that you could not do on campus as a Coed?

NARRATOR; Couldn’t leave the campus for one thing for any reason. We 
had to have permission to even go across the street beyond campus. We 
could go to town maybe once a xjeek x^ith special permission, usually in 
a group. I don’t think we would want to go just alone anway. And there 
we Were supposed to be on our good behavior and not meet boys or go 
outside the limits.

INTERVIEWER: Could you tell me how one would have to go around or x>,’hat 
one would have to do to get a date?

NARPvATOR; Well, if you wanted to play tennis in the afternoon, you might 
plav with a boy...play tennis. Or on Sunday, if you decided to go to 
church you could have a date to go to church or go to Luther League.
Other times, we had special permission or had rules off if we had ball 
games or if we had activities, college activities, like Concerts or 
special programs...things like' that. I think we maybe-had one Sunday 
afternoon you could have a date...for a couple of hours.

INTERVIEI-JER; Could you give me an example of an ordinary day?
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NARRATOR; Ordin.^ry <#ay? I've forgotten what time we got up but it seems 
to me that we had breakfast around 7:30 maybe and school at 8:00. You 
had the noon meal then at 12:30 I believe. After that, I believe there 
were some afternoon classes. And we had some two-hour classes. After 
class, why you had school work to do or sometimes you would gather in 
the dormitory in certain persons' rooms and talk over the day's happenings 
of this kind. And then supper. And then after supper, we had rules that 
you had to stay in your own room and do your homework. After...until 
bedtime and bedtime was 10:00. And lights out, or else.

INTERVIEWER; Or else what?

NARRATOR; Reported to the Student Commission.

INTERVIEWER; The Student Commission?

NARRATOR: Yes. We had a student commission for each dormitory and they 
looked after..took care of all rule infringements. And, of course, the 
matron-in charge of the dormitory was there for this session.

INTERVIEWER; You said that you were a member of a Literary Society: The 
Philalethlan. Could you describe the events that.they had?

NARRATOR; Yes, we had regular programs. We tried to have a type of 
literary program...studied authors or we...certain ones, would do papers 
on a literary work. Or we had a program committee to plan the activities. 
But it was of a literary nature.

INTERVIEI7ER; Do you remember any specific events, national or international 
that affected the student body?

NARRATOR; The thing, I suppose, that affected the student body most was 
the number of boys coming in from World War I. They, of course, were older 
than most of the boys there and more mature and they had an effect on the 
college life...the student body life. And we found a number of them in 
leadership roles on the campus. We didn't hear too much about the war 
(from them) but I'm sure their life there had colored their attitudes and 
made them different persons...different persons from what they were.

INTERVIEWER; Could you describe the relationship that the college had 
with the city?

NARRATOR; It was not as great when we were there as it grew to be in later 
period of time, but we had a nice relationship with the community I would 
say. I remember Baker's Mountain over there entertained the students 
every year with picnics and things of this kind. We had, I think, certain 
activities, maybe, in town but it was a very great deal of cooperation 
or activity as far as the student body was concerned.

INTERVIEWER; Baker's Mountain?

NARRATOR; That was a picnic ground where we went every ye^r for picnics. 
We would get a big truck and all go out there for picnics. Tha,t was one 
of our special activities.

INTERVIE17ER; Could you describe other specific or special activities?
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NARRATOR; One thing that we did was....one of the activities I remember 
my freshman year...was having two, great, big, two-ton trdcks with straw 
in them and we all crawled in those and went to Blowing Rock...the mountain. 
That was one of the highlights of my school year. I had never been to 
the mountains, and we just had a great day. All the students in there piled 
In sitting on the floor of the truck, took our picnic. They packed us a 
picnic from the dining hall. We ate on the way.

INTERVIEWER: Do you remember any professors that you really enjoyed?

NARRATOR; Yes. Dr. Longacre was a favotite of mine. Maybe that was one 
reason I decided to major in history. And Dr. R. L. Fritz was a very 
special person. We...I really didn't learn as much math from him as I 
did about the history of math and all the other activities because he would 
sit and lecture to us and maybe about this time he was about ready to 
retire and he didn't think as much about the academic excellence as he 
did relating all the past history. But there I learned what a zero was.

Dr. Heel was a special person not so much for what he required of us 
as the unique person he was within himself. But, I think, my favortie 
one was Dr. E. J. Sox, the head of the Bible Department. He satisfied 
all my questions of a religious nature that haven't been challenged to 
this day. Of course we have gotten into a lot of new things in theology 
with the challenging of the creation story and a number of similar items, 
but not anything that he told us has been challenged.

INTERVIEWER; Could you describe any of the activities going on at the 
College? Chapel? Luther League?

NARRATOR; Yes, we had compulsory chapel every morning whether you had 
class or not that morning. To me, this was very meaningful. I learned 
a great variety of hymns that I would never have known if it hadn't been 
for those exercises. The fact of the matter, if you went to church at 
night, you could have a date. You could get to see the boys, wliich was 
quite a unique experience. But these were very meaningful to me and 
then we did have some other religious activities...groups that would 
meet for special purposes.

INTERVIEWER; Like the Luther League?

NARRATOR; Ye^ and then we had the Student Involvement Movement that 
I was a membeir of.

INTERVIEWER; What did they do?

NARRATOR; Well, they just had their own meetings. They studied Bible 
passages. We felt like we could turn the world over in our generation. 
We were told that if you...each person...would win one Christian a year 
that it wouldn't be very long until the whole world would be overcome 
with Christians. We were concerned about the people around the world 
who had never heard of Christianity.

INTERVIEWER; Do you remember what relations Lenoir-Rhyne had with 
Concordia?
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NARRATOR; They had none when we were there. That must have developed 
later. You see, that was a different synod and we had no relations at 
that time. Now of course, we do have and we have a great deal more 
cooperation, but we were told back at that period of time by one of 
our church leaders that the other churches might all get together but 
that the Missouri Synod was going in a straight line from here to eternity. 
So we didn’t hope for any cooperation from them at that time.

INTERVIEWER; What type of effect did the Lutheran Church have on the 
college?

NARRATOR; It is a church-related college and we felt this very keenly. 
We felt that we were training ministers for the church and church leaders 
through our college. We felt very keenly that this was one of the missions 
of the college at that time.

INTERVIEWER; Do you remember any of the athletic programs that were put 
on?

NARRATOR; Oh, yes indeed. I wouldn’t have missed a football game for 
anything. We stood right down...we didn’t have any bleachers but we 
went right along the line and cheered our boys along for each game. We 
took great interest in the activities of the college in football and 
baseball. We have classmates...our school was small enough that we knew 
these people personally and gloried in their success and tried to do 
everything we could to cheer them and boost the program along.

INTERVIEWER; Do you remember any of the stories about Freshman hazing?

NARRATOR; Oh yes. We didn’t have too much of it among the girls, but 
the boys did a good bit of this. We can remember the boys being paraded 
around the dormitory in their shorts...underclothes. Of course, we’d 
all run to the windows, if we could keep anybody from seeing us, to find 
out what was going on. Then they had certain flag pole Incidents. The 
Sophomore Class would have to keep their flag up over night on a certain 
special day and the boys would struggle all night long to see that the 
flag was kept on the top of the pole, t remember one girl in our 
dormitory. The Sophomores took her a great bunch of shoes to polishi 
as one of her...to be accepted into the class. She polished some of them and 
on some she x^rote, "Merry Christmas" on them and different things like 
that. But I think the girls enjoyed wearing a dress, backwards or something 
like that once in a while.

INTERVIEWER; Could you describe the dining facilities and the types of 
meals you had back in your college experience?

NARRATOR; Well, we didn’t have elaborate meals. We had good substantial 
meals. We had milk once a week or something. We had meat at least once 
a day and vegetables and some simple desserts. But I found the meals 
enjoyable, although there were those who didn’t think they were very good.

INTERVIEWER; Did the students have a voice in certain parts of running 
the college?
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NARRATOR; Yes, indeed. We had Student povernment. We had a president 
and had different cabinets. We had a cabinet that dealt with maybe boy
girl relationships or anything of this kind that come out. And then 
we had commissions in each dormitory that took care of the restrictions 
that were supposed to be observed in the dormitories. I don't think I 
got but one demerit in my college life that I remember and that was because 
I rode from the main building down to the dormitory with one of the college 
professors who was not married.

INTERVIEWER; That was against the rules?

NARRATOR; That was against the rules, very definitely. He was not 
married and he was eligible so...

INTERVIEWER: But you could have done it with a married professor?

NARRATOR; ■. I don't know. I didn’t try that. He just asked me if I'd 
like to...he was going down that way, so I said sure.

INTERVIEWER; During the period in which you went to Lenoir-Rhyne 
(1921-1925), could you relate to me the most significant or important 
thing that is worth remembering?

NARRATOR; The thing that comes to my mind was the number of ministerial 
students that graduated..those who intended to go into the ministry... 
graduated at Lenoir-Rhyne College and went on for further study. And 
also, a large number of maybe church leaders that the college 
prepared to go out and serve in the Church.

INTERVIEWER; From your Class?

NARRATOR; Well, from my class and from other classes at this period. 
I feel that this makes a very significant difference, and I feel like 
that right now this is one reason why maybe the loyalty fund is as 
considered as important as it is, is because those who went to school 
feel like that they gained something very significant at the college 
to prepare them for life in general.
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BUILDING A LIBRARY ON A SHOESTRING

Interview with Miss Aileen Aderholdt and Miss Mabel Aderholdt 
April 28, 1977

Interviewer: David Adams

Miss Aileen Aderholdt* came to Lenoir-Rhyne College in 1934 as Librarian; 
and Miss Mabel Aderholdt joined her in 1942 as Assistant Librarian. 
Together they guided the growth of the College Library from a random 
collection to a real collegiate Library of over 100,000 volumes. 
Following their retirement in 1976, both ladies continue to take a 
lively interest in the activities and welfare of the College.

INTERVIEVJER: What kind of facilities were available to you at L.R.C. 
as far as the library goes? I know you had it in the Rhyne Building.

AILEEN: In the Rhyne Building, it was Just the curriculum lab and another 
corner now where the computer center is. We had a little stack space 
there and a small desk and typewriter, when Carl A. Rudisill gave enough 
money to start the first building. I don’t remember whether he gave all 
of it, but he did give a good sum.

MABEL: Wasn't it around fifty thousand?

AILEEN: I think so. Maybe the College added to that. In order to come 
up with plans for this building, I went with the architect, the President 
of the College, and maybe our business manager and we visited other 
libraries. And it’s patterned mainly after Bennett College’s in Greensboro, 
because that’s the one that seemed comparable to the size of L.R., and we 
liked the plans. The architect had just drawn us four walls, no stack 
space or anything. Of course, we had to keep in mind and visit only 
libraries about the size of the building we were planning because of the 
funds we had. You can’t go to Duke University for Instance and get too 
many ideas about building a library when you do not have any money to do 
that sort of thing. So we had, finally, come up with a plan and built the 
first building. It was finished in ’43, and at that time we didn’t have 
enough money to put in steel stacks. So what we did was to move a section 
of old wooden stacks from the curriculum lab, and with a bucket brigade we 
moved the books. Then the workmen would move another section of stacks 
and we moved books. We only used the first floor of the building not the 
whole stack area because we did not have enough funds to do the steel 
stacks at that time. Then several years later, it must have been in the 
fifties, we had a gift of money to buy the steel stacks, so then we took 
all the books out again and placed them in the reference room of the old 
library and this contract was given to the Virginia Metal Works Co. in 
Virginia. They promised to put the stacks in and the stairway that 
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they also built during the Christmas break, ^'’e thou!3:ht that this would 
be fine, students would be away and we could handle the situation and 
it wouldn’t interfere with study. Well, this company went on strike 
while they had the contract.

MABEL: ...It left us in a lurch.

AILEEN: T-his meant that the students came back and x?e served them from 
the reference room. And in all of the building and all of the remodeling 
and doings we’ve had at LR, we’ve never closed the building to the students 
a single day.

>{ABEL: We would go up town and see some of the men on the corner wating 
for jobs, fill our car, and go back down there with them; and sometimes 
they’d be so drunk that they couldn’t hold the books.

AILEEN; We paid them by the hour.

MABEL; We put ourselves in jeopardy because we could have been hurt in 
that predicament.

AILEEN: We had no qualms back then. So we would make a place card and 
put a number on the back of the men, some couldn’t read, but they did 
know numbers and we’d say, "six, you must folloxj five." And one of us 
would stand where the books were picked up and the other person would stand 
where the books were to be placed, and we would do this a couple days and 
then X\Te x<rould stop moving and catch up with our office work and then we 
would go back to it.

MABEL; I wish I could recall some of the comments that those people would 
say. They would see a title and their comment would not be in keeping with 
what might have been in the book at all. It was just comical to hear what 
they would say.

AILEEN; We had a lot of fun doing it and could accept whatever they sAid 
and joke along with thein and got a lot of work out of them. As I said the 
College gave me cash and at the end of the day I would pay each man for 
the number of hours he had worked and some days he would not have enough 
money to buy his lunch and I xTould give him enough monev to go buv lunch 
and then take that off at the end of the day what he x-7as due for his xTOrk. 
One more thing about the facilities, in adding to the first building during 
the sixties, middle sixties, with Dr. Cromer and Mr. Livengood, Mabel and 
I traveled to a number of libraries in North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Tennessee.

M^JL'f I remember Dr. Cromer and Mr. Livengood xrould go along, and Aileen 
gets car sick and she took a pill to overcome that, but I was frightened the 
way thev drove around those curves and Dr. Cromer would say, "Give Mabel 
one of those pills, she’s getting too nervous."

AILEjra: We encouraged and Insisted that we have a library consultant, a 
librarian who was also, a library consultant, to help with the addition, in 
addition to the architects and so forth; and it really paid off. We had a 
Mr. Jesse who was then the librarian at the University of Tennessee and he 
really came up x^ith x^hat we have as far as the plans are concerned.



■’A DAY STUDENT REMEMBERS'

Interview with Rev. Letheco C. Bumgarner 
Interviewer; Rodney Bobak

Letheco C. Bumgarner is a very active retired minister living in 
Greensboro. He is^presently involved in church work, Alumni organizations 
of Lenoir-Rhyne, and local community organizations that concern 
retired persons.

INTERVIEWER; Mr. Bumgarner. What influenced you to come to Lenoir-Rhyne?

NARRATOR; Well I suppose I would first of all say that I grew up in the 
shadow of the college and all my friends that I grew up with and every
body I knew went to Lenoir-Rhyne College. So...1...there was no other 
question in my mind but that’s where I would go from the time I began 
thinking about college.

INTERVIEWER; You said that you were a day student and that you did not 
live on tampus. Could you describe the life of a day student?

NARRATOR; Well, of course, there were a number of day students there... 
of course, students around Hickory...and I think we must have had a kind 
of club of our own...unconsciously. It vzas not called that but our 
gathering together and being together on campus a great deal...between 
classes and during the day time. We spent a lot of time together. And 
then, of course, after my first year, I became inyoj.ved in the college 
life. Having entered in the Voice Department, !_ I_/ then became interested 
in the Glee Club and was in the Glee Club. That gave me a big outlet 
there of getting into more of the activities in the college...around the 
college. And I had the four years in the Glee Club and my Junior year I 
was the assistant manager and then my Senior year I was manager of the Glee 
Club. And that was the type of Glee Club that traveled around. We gave 
those light operas like the "Mikado," "Pinafore" and things like that. And 
we traveled around all over the state through the years. And that was my 
business to manage the Club and keep it going. I was under a teacher, a 
Norwegian teacher...She was Bergie Lund, who was head of the Voice 
Department, and she came to Lenoir-Rhyne my freshman year and left after 
my senior year. So I had the four years under her...and then kept up with 
her.’ She opened a studio in New Y’ork and I saw her a number of times. She 
finally went back to Norway.

INTERVIEWS; OK. Could you describe the physical appearance of Lenoir- 
Rhyne College like the buildings and probably the grounds?

NARRATOR; Yes. I have kept that vividly in my mind because I have in my 
scrap book here almost a whole picture of the campus showing all the 
buildings of the campus there. Of course, the Old Main was the focal point 
there...when I was there... the one that burned. And everything seemed to 
have centered around Old Main. And many interesting events took place 
there...the things that students did...putting things up in that tower on 
certain occasions during the years from wagon wheels and everything else 
up there.
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INTERVIEWER; The Tower?

NARRATOR; Well, yes. There was a kind of Tower thing on Old Main. It 
was high there and you go up through, get up through there by ladder to 
the top part of it.

INTERVIEWER; And they pub wagon wheels up there?

NARRATOR; Oh, they took a little bit of everything. How they got it up 
there I’ll never know, but they took things up there you’d never think 
they would get up there. This would be done after some event at the college... 
many baseball games and things like that. And the ball field’s right in 
the center of the campus where it is right now. In front of old Highland 
Hall...that big vacant place out through there...is where the baseball diamond 
was. We didn’t have football then, did we? Maybe we did. Baseball was the 
big thing then at that time. Of course, we didn’t have the organizations 
and groupings that you have today. It was a different situation then, 
because most of the things, I think, centered around your Literary Societies. 
They had those for the men and for the women too. And it was quite a 
competitive thing between those groups. And that was a big part of the 
life of the college at the time. And, of course, the athletics was...it 
was outstanding. They really backed the team and really went all out for 
them. But Old Main...and the library was in one of the other buildings..., 
and the old Science Building was there. Oakview Hall,...It was across the 
street behind St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in that area there. That was 
the Girls’ Dormitory. And Highland Hall and that was just about it.

INTERVIETOR; Could you describe the religious Influence of the college?

NARRATOR; Yes. I think that was a really outstanding thing. The College 
was a Christian College, and I think that was manifested in the student 
body at all times. It was recognized as that. And I think as a result 
of that, of course, it was, I think, sometimes thought of as, what do 
they caj-llt, I think they call it a preacher’s mill of some kind, because 
a lot loi_/our ministers who went to Lenoir-Rhyne College went to the 
ministry, which, of course, was a natural thing if they were going in 
that direction...had any interest there. They went from Lenoir-Rhyne to 
our Seminary in Columbia, S. C...And then they had the Luther League, that 
was a big thing on campus, too. They were very good at church attendance. 
I would say most of the students attended church somewhere. Of course, 
the one on the campus there. But, in most cases, they’d go to church off 
campus downtown. A lot of them would. And that was, of course, the ones 
who lived on campus...was any opportunity to get off campus for a while 
was a relaxation to them.

INTERVIEWER; You mentioned that you were a member of the Glee Club. 
Could you tell something about the Glee Club and what you did?

NARRATOR; Well, the Glee Club was made up of most of the Music Majors 
and then, of course, there were some others that were not in the music 
Department that were in the Glee Club, but a majority of them were in 
the Music Department. And once a year...we prepared a production and 
went out over the synod into the Lutheran churches, and it became really 
an advertising thing for the college because it was good publicity for 
the college for the Glee Club to go out, because even though I was a member 
of the Glee Club, they did do some good productions and had good programs.
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Ue didn't stay out more than maybe two or three nights at a time. It 
was usually near enough that x<re could go and come back at the same time. 
Around Hickory, Lincoln County...it was in a reasonable radius, a distance 
that we could return at night. It was one of the really fine outlets for 
people who were interested in Music. And our teacher was one who, of 
course, was very fine. She was a wonderful voice teacher. And then the 
Voice Department and the Piano, Department working together they provided the 
musical accompaniment for the musicians, too. But it was a very fine 
experience. I thoroughly enjoyed the years that I had with the Glee Club, 
and the experience I had there working with the teachers and also with 
the students of the college in the Glee Club. It became quite well known. 
It V7as, I suppose...we did pore work as a Glee Club than any other school 
around. I don't think there were any of the small colleges that had a 
Glee Club at the time..so we became quite well knoxro and it became very 
popular and many requests for us to sing at different events and places,...

INTERVIEWER; Could you describe a class flag and what the importance of 
it was?

NARRATOR; Well, I suppose it was to call attention to the graduating class, 
because that usually would fly on Old Main Building and I think for the 
last month until we graduated. And then we would take it down, and I was 
president of the class when I left the college and that vzas in my 
possession, and it was so torn that I didn't keep the flag. At least I 
don't exactly know what happened to it. It could be packed up with some 
of my things yet, the flag as a whole. But I took the ”24" of the flag 
and one of the...some of the girls made the flag and cut the "24" out of 
gold felt and I took that off and put it in my scrap book so I still have 
the "24" that was on the flag that was flying over Old Main during the 
commencement period. That, by the way, was a tradition at the college. 
Every class had its class flag and that was the tradition thdt it would 
fly over Old Main.

INTERVIEVn-R; The last month?.

NARRATOR; Yes. It wasn't anything new with my class. It had always 
been done.

INTERVIEWER; Mr. Bumgarner, is there one specific thing that you would 
like to be remembered or that you think is a worthwile thing to be 
recorded?

NARRATOR; Well, I suppose, that the one outstanding thing that occurred 
while I was there was the Lenoir-Rhyne College Appeal that was made by 
the college to meet the demands that were being made for education for 
college students. The college had reached a point where it was necessary 
for them to look into the future and begin to make plans to meet these needs. 
And because of that, the Appeal was put on. And it so happened that I was 
a member of a Glee Club that was called the Appeal Glee Club that went out 
to these district meetings and into individual churches where speakers were 
appealling to our churches and our people to support this project of the 
college...the Appeal Rallies that we had throughout the state. So I think 
that was really the beginning of the forward movement, of the development
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of the college, which has |)rought us to many good points for the college. 
And now, even as I look back over that, t realize now that the college 
is at another point very similar to that one on which we are getting 
ready and the appeal is being made now...a new appeal for the college 
for further development to meet the needs of Christian Education.





ERNEST HEMINGWAY GOT A "B"

Interview with Mrs. Albert Keiser 
April 1, 1977

Interviewer; Barbra Troutman-

There are mahy people who are still actively interested in the Lenoir- 
Rhyne community though they are no longer actively involved on campus. 
Mrs. Keiser is one of those persons. For many years she took part in 
College activities, as a teacher and as the wife of Professor Albert 
Keiser; and now she is always keeping in touch as the College grows 
and changes. The following recollections enable others to become acquainted 
with the campus as she has known it.

INTERVIEITER: Just to start off could you give us a brief rundox-zn on 
your background and life at L.R. You know, when you started there and 
everything.

NARRATOR; Well, Barbra, I thought I had become a confirmed old maid, apd 
I was very satisfied and very happy. I never thought I would get married. 
I was teaching in high school. And I taught with a girl, Virginia Ivy, who 
had had Dr. Albert Keiser as a professor all four years at Lenoir-Rhyne, and 
her two sisters had also had him. She asked me one time if I would have a date 
^ith him, and she brought me up to Hickory to her lovely home, and Albert 
came over. And I was so pleasantly surprised because she had told me, just 
given me an awful picture of him about his big feet, and such a big mouth and 
that he was so hard-boiled and different things like that that I dreaded very 
much meeting him. But I found him that first time very fine and quite, and... 
and just a lovely person>—a person with whom I could discuss literature and 
all the things that he loved and I did too. Well, to make a long story short 
that was October 14, 1941. On June 6, 1942, we were married down in Anderson, 
South Carolina, and we went on our honeymoon up in the mountains to Cherokee 
and Gatlinburg and so forth. And while we were there the French professor 
here at Lenpir-RHyne died, Professor Eugene D. Hill, who had been here quite 
a long time, who was quite a character. Everybody knew him. And my husband 
said at the time "You’ll probably be asked to take his place." I said, "Oh 
no." For 20 years I have taught school and now that I'm married I want to 
make a home and have children. I do not want to teach anymore. He had been 
teaching here since 1925-this was ’42. Well, just as he predicted after we 
came home in late August, Dr. Monroe called, Dr. P.E. Monroe, President of 
the College, called, and asked if he could come down to see us. We knew 
exactly what he would askj and he did. He wanted me to take that French.
I didn’t want to at all but my husband said, "In these war years it’s very 
hard to get teachers and Dr. Monroe m^y think you’re a very un-cooperative 
person-lf I were you I would take the job." And I did. It was part-time, 
nine hours a week. I got a fabulous salary I thought. In fact I felt that 
I ought to ask them to take part of it back because those hours were so 
short, 9 hours a week. And I got $135 a month, for 9 months. They deducted 
a victory tax of $4.15 so you see I got about $130 monthly salary. Well, 
it was a wonderful experience, working with my husband. He had been here 
a long time and he knew the ropes. And he was very proud to have his wife
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as a college professor. Things were very different back th^n of course, to 
what they are now. You know war was declared. And, was it December 7, 1 41. 
We lived an austere life. We had rationing, rationing of gas, especially. 
And that’s why we’re living in this house, here. We had to have a home 
that was close enough that we could walk to the College, because we could 
not get enough gas to ride. We found this home providentially I think. We 
walked all the time from here to the College. You’ve walked it so you 
know. But we walked morning, noon, and night—back to faculty meetings. 
I noticed from mv diarv that going to an 8 o’clock class we left when 
the stars were still out, that is in the winter. The sun would come up 
during that first class. Things were different in that we had chapel 
every day, except Saturday and we had classes six days a week. And no- 
body had cars. We didn't have any cars on the campus except for Dr. Monroe s 
and the professors who lived too far to walk. I believe professor Yoder 
drove. And I can't recall another one. Everybody walked to and from school; 
the students walked. And they stayed at school over weekends. It was not 
a, what you call it, a suitcase college, as today. They were always there. 
And they did not have as many—I guess dances and things like that. And 
during the war years athletics were suspended. We had-no. Professor 
Stasavich the head of the football team, went to war. So did Professor 
Lee, head of the music department. So we had no football, no basketball, 
afid so forth. And many of the boys, of course, left campus to go to war. 
In order to stay in school, the students had to have passing grades. Some 
of them seemed to me to have an indifferent attitude; they didn't work as 
hard as they should. Yet I felt terrible to be responsible for them going 
to war, if I gave a low grade. So I guess I was a rather easv teacher, in 
that I wanted them to pass. I hated to see them go to war. Those were 
good days and yet they were rough, too. We had, I mentioned we had 
rationing of gas. Also sugar and all thlngs-meats, canned vegetables and 
sb forth. And we didn't live "high on the hog," as they say. We had a simple 
life.

INTERVIEWER; I was going to ask you about your teaching experiences....

NARRATOR; Well, as I said, I taught under the shadow of my husband who vras 
an outstanding professork He was an outstanding scholar. I didn t preten 
to be equal to him. I had taught about 20 years in...mostly in secondary 
schools. I had brief experience in college teaching. But, uh, my husband 
was, he was a very fine teacher. But many people, many of his Students 
even didn’t understand him. He required that people work hard because he 
had worked so hard himself. He had come to this country knowing not a 
word, of English; he had come when he was fourteen.

NARRATOR; You might be Interested since you are a roommate of the President 
of~Studetit Government to know about an encounter I had one time with the 
Student Government. It casts some doubt as to my teaching ability but 
I tell it anyway because I think it was a rather unusual experience. I was 
teaching Freshman English and had assigned an original short story to the 
members of the class. And always we—I—picked out the best, maybe the three 
top stories and read them to the class. And we criticized them and so forth. 
I and one boy, he was about a^C^student. But on this particular paper it was 
a rather unusual story. I diitft like it, at all, but it was better than he 
had been doing. So I chose it as one to read in class.
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And after I finished another student said, "Did Mr. B. write that story?" 
I said, "yes," and he looked so puzzled. And after class he came and said, 
"I didn’t mean to be disrespectful or anything, but that storv I heard not 
long ago on radio. And it’s Ernest Hemingway’s The Killers. I said, "Are 
you sure?" And he said, "Yes, absolutely," and said, "it's the very story." 
Well imagine my amazement to have given Ernest Hemlngvzay a "B-". I came 
home and got the short stories of Ernest Hemingway, and there it was. 
The Killers. This boy was pretty stupid, he had copied word for word.
I think he had changed one or two words in the whole story. Where the men 
were eating hamburgers he used hotdogs. He used the same names and every
thing about it. Well, I felt very embarrassed that I did not know that 
story. The Killers, by Ernest Hemingway. But I didn't care because I never 
liked Ernest Hemingway. I had read For I-Jhom the Bell Tolls and his Farewell 
to Arms; but I didn't know his short stories very well. I felt that I got 
a lot of ribbing because I had given him, Ernest Hemingway, a "B-" because 
it was his story. But I felt I was being very tolerant to give him a B- 
because I did not like the story.

Anyway, I talked to my huslsand about the situation and asked him what to 
dcj, and I said, "I should take this to the Student Government, shouldn’t 
I?" He said, "No, I’d settle it in my own way. They will do nothing 
about it, so I’d take care of my own problem." I said, "No, that’s not 
right, we should support the Student Government." And so I did report it. 
And this student was brought before the Student Government, and they asked 
him questions and he declared that he had never read that story, that he 
had never heard it over radio, at no time had he ever heard it. Dr. 
Greenholt, the sponsor of the Student Government asked him, "Do you have 
a total recall memory-don’t you think you somewhere heard it or read 
it and you were not conscious of it?” He said, "Absolutly not." And 
he completely denied having read the story or copied it or anything like 
that. And I had a feeling that the Student Government believed him rather 
than me, because they questioned me so severely that Dr. Greenholt spoke 
up and said, "Well, after all, students, Mrs. Kelfeer is not the culprit." 
Well, to make a long story short, he was put on probation, and did not come 
back the next year. But that was...I almost wished I had tried to handle that 
story because, I was very embarrassed about the way the Student Government 
questioned me voraciously. I don’t know why they had that attitude. But we 
had...I’m not casting any aspersions upon them...On the-student Government 
because we had some very fine students then. The Student Government then 
was not what it is today. It was faculty dominated, I think, more or less 
and the students did not have the authority that they do today in the 
government. I believe in those days we had more contact with the students than 
faculty members have today. Practically all the faculty members, as I have 
said before, lived close to the campus, close enough to walk and they had the 
students in their homes quite often. And they came here many times. Our 
first year, we had the Literary Society with 35 members here.



"THE BUCKET BRIGADE"

Interview with Mrs. J. L. Norris

Interviewer; Billie Miller

Mrs. Norris attended Lenoir-Rhyne from 1921 to 1924. Her late husband, 
J. L. Norris, was superintendent of the Lutheran Home. Her son, Jeff 
Norris, is Assistant to the President at Lenoir-Rhyne. Mrs. Norris 
resides in Hickory, near the College.

INTERVIEWER; Was the first fbotball team formed when you were there?

NARRATOR; Yes, my husband was on the first football team. And they don't 
like to talk about it, but they played King's College, don't remember just 
when it was, and the score was over two hundred. And they were so ashamed 
of it. These boys that played had never played in high school, some of them. 
It would be a good farce to look at now. I'm telling you, it was* terrible! 
But they had some pretty good games they played at home, so we'd always 
watch them play.

INTERVIEWER; l<Zhen did Joe Bear come into being? Was he there when you 
were there?

NARRATOR; He was there, I think. He was there when we came. There had been 
a Joe Bear for a long time..But he did get so mean, I believe that was after 
I left, that they hAd to do away with him. He was in a cage out there in front 
of the boys' dorm.

INTERVIEWER; Did the boys take care of him?

NARRATOR; Yes, they took care of him. They always had somebody to take care 
of him.

INTERVIEWER; Were there any pranks that stand out in your mind?

NARRATOR; Well, these things happened before I got here, but everybody talked 
about them. One time, some of the boys took a cow. And I think they had a 
cow in a classroom—didn’t stay long, of course. And then they talked about 
them...they took a cow on top of the building..Old Main—I don't know how they 
got that cow up there, but they had a cow up on the top of that building... 
And they had all kinds of pranks. Those boys—I think they had more excitement 
then than they do now (laugh)...Oh, I know what we did, we stole some onions 
one time. We always had a feast at night, and there was a little store near 
the college and we could go up to the store and get bread, anything we wanted, 
and take to our room. We weren't supposed to cook in our room then...but we 
could make sandwiches. So some of us girls went up to this store one night— 
and there was an onion patch right near, and we liked onions-in onion sandwiches. 
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So we pulled up some of the onions out of that thing~~was the only time we 
did just take something that didn't belong to us. And we had a time getting 
back into the hall with those onions-»you don’t know how hard a time we had— 
we stuck them under our coats or under our dresses or something, maybe in the 
bag that we'd gotten the feread in, but we got there with them. Then we 
made sandwiches, and of course we just put the onion peelings and tops in 
the garbage cans. We got in alright but we weren't supposed to do that... 
No, we didn't get caught that time. I believe one time we got caught for 
going to the hot dog stand up in Hickory... We'd get out together because 
you saw some pictures of us playing in the snow—well, sometimes we’d get 
out in the afternoon when it was snowing, and had a good time...

INTERVIEWER; Did you spend much time studying?

NARRATOR; No, (laughter). We had to practice piano a lot—we had to go to 
practice. And we'd study—especially when we were going .to have an 
examination—we'd all get together in one room. The girls would get together 
in one room. And somebody would be real smart. She'i sit up in the middle 
of the bed and tell us everything. We'd listen. If we were going to have 
a test on certain things. That was where we had our fun—getting ready for 
the cramming. I guess they do that now...I wasn't one of the smart ones, I'm 
afraid.... I always took the "campus course," had a good time—dating. 
Some of them didn't date, you know, kidded us and said it was a "campus 
course".... My friend was in the class of '23 and he was on the first foot
ball team, and two of the others that he roomed with—they stayed in a 
private home which was Mr. Deal's that lived on the campus. And they 
stayed upstairs—these four boys—and did their own cooking. And they 
had a lot of fun doing that. I remember one time they were cooking---- my
husband, he knew right smart about cooking, so he was making some pancakes— 
and they started of course to pour them into the pan, and they'd cracked 
the bowl they were making them in and lost all of their stuff—the batter 
poured out. So they didn't have any pancakes that night. And one time he 
went to the mountains and got some country ham and brought it back. They 
fried that and brought us ham and they brought back a loaf of bread and 
they brought ham sandwiches—a shoebox full of ham sandwiches. So the girls, 
we enjoyed that...

INTERVIEWER; Sounds like the boys had a lot more freedom than the girls.

NARRATOR; Well, they could always - they could do things like that. They 
brought them down. They didn't stay, they just left them at the door, don't 
you see.

INTERVIEWER; Did the boys have to sign in and sign out?

NARRATOR; No, but the girls knew they had to be ip at a certain time, so....

INTERVIEWER; Was there a curfew on the boys? Did they have to be in at a 
certain time?

NARRATOR; No, I don't think they did.

INTERVIEWER; But the boys couldn't stay, they had to leave?

NARRATOR; No, at a certain time, they had to leave....
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INTERVIEW.R: Were the teachers who watched the hall strict on you?

NARRATOR: They were very nice. Sometimes you’d have one that would-(interrupted)

INTERVIEWS: Were your rooms checked to see if you were in the bed?

NARRATOR: Yes, they would usually check once in a while, and if you were 
making too much noise, they would come and shoo us down. And if we were 
in another room after ten o'clock, eleven o'clock, we were supposed to be 
in our rooms by a certain time, and' if somebody slipped up from another 
hall, you know, from the back hall came up to the front-if they were in 
the wrong room, sometimes they’d lantl up in the closet and hide. And the 
teachers would look in, they didn’t find them of course, so they would go 
6n. They checked to see that every one was in their rooms at a certain 
time. You don't have that now do you?

INTERVIEWER: Did you ever play pranks on the head of the hall?

NARRATOR: No, nothing other than one time....I thlhk the teacher was talking 
to one of the guys in the operetta, and there's a hole in that thing, so 
somebody—they had some apples..and they rolled down that hall in the room 
downstairs, and it came down. I think we got some demerits on that. And 
then another time they called it the "bucket brigade". We had some buckets 
but they threw them down the hall. We got angry about something and threw 
'em dom the hall - we got demerits for that. Everybody threw a bucket 
down the hall - we’d stick our heads out in the hall (laughs). That’s 
crazy! I was about to forget about that. Called it the "Bucket Brigade." 
I belonged to this little club that was right interesting. Several of 
the girls^about six I think, we called it the BS - Best Sports. Well 
we weren’t the best sports but

INTERVIEWER: What does best sports mean?

NARRATOR: Well it was just Best Sports - BS was the name of the club... 
Well we’d just sorta group together and go places together, do things. 
Yes, kinda like just a friendly club. It didn’t amount to much. We didn't 
do anything big, we just belonged to it. And we got some expensive JJins 
and pinned them on. I used to wear it on my arm - pinned to my sleeve. 
Had a chain. I think I still have mine somewhere. I'll show it to you 
sometime.

INTERVIEV7ER; Did you celebrate birthdays and things like that on the halls?

NARRATOR: Yes. Sometimes we had girls get together and have a truth game in 
the room. Everybody had to tell th? truth about their dates or whatever.... 
Yes, had to confess what they did. We'd have all kinds of silly things 
like that. So we had a pretty lively time sometimes. We had a lot of fun.
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FRIENDSHIP...FRATERNITIES...FAITH

Interview with Mr. Danhy Waters
Interviewer: Bill Gryder

Mr. Waters attended Lenoir-Rhyne as a day student from 1963 until 
1968, changing majors four times and finally graduating with a degree 
in Economics. A dedicated Christian, Mr. Waters reflects his religious 
commitment in his views on Lenoir-Rhyne. >

INTERVIEWER: How was the Athletic Program hack then?

NARRATOR: I noticed in last night’s paper that sojne of the players 
were saying they need a full-time hasehall coach. And I would have 
to agree with them that this is one of the necessary things you would have 
to have in order to have a good team.

When I was at Lenoir-Rhyne there was no tutoring help for the 
hasehall players. There was only one player who was there...on scholarship. 
Everybody else was a composition of foothall and haskethall players 
and those who wanted to play hasehall. Coach Cornwall at the time 
was the hasehall coach and also was the part-time foothall coach. He 
didn’t have a great deal of interest to put in hasehall himself, nor 
did all the other coaches. I don’t know whether they got paid a great 
deal for it. Basehall uniforms were in terrible shape. They had 
been patched numerous times, at least the one I had had been patched 
numerous times.

INTERVIEWER: Were the students as friendly at Lenoir-Rhyne then as 
they are now?

NARRATOR: I- think in part due to the fact that it is a religious 
institution, being a Lutheran school, that this helps make it a little 
more friendly. The size of it is unique..., people get to know each 
other more on a family basis, as opposed to having enrollments of 
5,000 to 10,000.

I too was on a campus last year at the University of North Carolina, 
attending an Insurance School. I was very unhappy and depressed over 
the fact that the students that were on campus would not give you the 
time of day. They didn’t even seem to care*if you came or you went, 
and that bothered me a great deal....I think you can have the Christian 
family relationship in a smaller institution like Lenoir-Rhyne which 
is better. And today I find the students are probably at least as 
friendly as when I went to school there or more so. At least that’s 
been my impression as I’ve been on campus so far this year.

INTERVIEWER: What about the Greek system...there’s always tension 
there.... I’ve heard from a couple of people that it started about 
the time you were there. Do you remember anything about that?

NARRATOR: Yes, there is always rivalry, almost like among schools. 
You have a class system within the institution itself.
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I was not involved in fraternities because of being a day student 
and working, but I did see the cliquishness beginning to take place. 
The Teke's would stay with the Teke's; the Chi's would stay with the 
Theta Chi's; and they were bound together by some common philosophy 
or some educational level or some interest level; and that made 
separations. Needless to say it was making separations within-the 
community that was supposed to be bound together under one common 
bond for everybody to get along and get within the system itself. They 
were causing problems, and this is what sororities and fraternities do a 
lot of times in their competition and to get people to come within 
their organizations. And this is bad. It's good to have competition; 
but it's also bad when you get to the point that you get to dislike 
other members within your own sthool.

INTERVIEWER: What was the relationship between faculty and students 
while you were there?

NARRATOR; I fopnd that the relationship was as personal as you wanted 
to make it. If you needed to spend time with a professor then you 
could go back after class hours and get some assistance. There were 
a few professors on the campus at that time who were not concerned 
in giving you much of their time because they felt like you should, be 
at a higher institution of learning where you should know from high 
school all that you should know and you were to excell there'. This 
is the biggest downfall, I guess, among high school kids going to 
college. They do have this personal one-on-one relationship in 
high school if they want it. And the problem is that when they 
get to college, especially larger colleges, like the University of 
North Carolina, they don't get this personal relationship, this 
one-on-one relationship. The professor couldn't care less whether 
you pass or fail. But I would have to say that at the time I was on 
campus that you could have the one-on-one relationship if you desired 
it, and there were only a few professors that I know of at that time 
who were not that lenient and would not give you the time of day 
even after hours.

INTERVIEWER; With your profound faith and belief in God do you think 
Lenoir-Rhyne helped or hindered or really had no effect on your faith?

)
NARRATOR; I would say in my particular case that wliere my relationship 
to God was a one-on-one relationship that it gave me more faith and belief. 
It gave me some good background to go and do some personal studies on my 
own. I took a number of religious courses and this is one of the things 
that really baffled me about the College was that I considered Christian 
Education later on in my college life and did not even know they offered 
a major for Christian Ecii^atlon. As I said before if I had it to do over 
again I would have probably majored, in P.E. But if I had known they had 
one in Christian Education I'd have probably taken the one in Christian 
Education. I think it's a sad state that a Lutheran institution doesn't 
push one of their basic, or should be one of their basic, philosophies.



PROBLEMS OF THE SIXTIES AND EARLY SEVENTIES

Interview with Donald Miller 
Interviewer; JoAnne Wray

A 1975 alumnus of Lenoir-Rhyne with a major in History, Mr. Donald Miller 
serves as Resident Director of the Mauney-Schaeffer dormitory complex.
He takes an active Interest in the welfare of the College, seeking ways 
to enrich student life on campus.

INTERVIEWER; What do you think the learning atmosphere was like in your 
freshman year?

NARRATOR; They were just starting the 4-1-4 when I was here in 1971. It 
was right before the end of the Vietnam War, and a lot of the professors 
that were here tended to sympathize either for or against the war. That 
showed up in their classrooms, There was less informality. Everything 
was rigid. I really thirik that Lenoir-Rhyne has come a long vray in three 
years to give a better learning atmosphere.

INTERVIEWER; How would you characterize the faculty members? Were they 
acceptable to the students or what?

NARRATOR; As a whole, the student had very few friends on the faculty.. 
The faculty seemed to be stand-offish because, I think, of the attitude 
toward the Vietnam War, ... and the attitude the students had just totally 
alienated the professors. The professors that did have friends among the 
students were often criticized for being friends of the students...and 
really the tightness of the curriculum dictated that all the professors 
should be that way. Now that they have kind of loosened up on the academic 
life on campus and had different courses, different places, it’s alright. 
It's come along.

INTERVIEWER; What do you think the student opinion was of the administration 
between '71 and '75?

NARRATOR; The students, just like they were with the faculty, were really 
alienated from the administration. The administration really didn't feel 
or didn't show any feeling for what the students were interested in m.y 
freshman year.

INTERVIEWER; We've talked a lot about the academics, let's move on to the 
social life. How would you classify the social life here at Lenoir-Rhyne 
during your school days?

NARRATOR; My being from New Jersey, and coming from an attitude that New 
Jersey is a hell-raising state and crowded and everybody parties, Lenoir- 
Rhyne seemed to be a set-back to 1956. People still had panty raids, and 
that was the big thing when it was warm. Everybody went to the panty raids. 
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Beach music was still popular at Lenoir-^Rhyne College when beach music was 
not (laugh) popular any place else. It was and still is a fraternity and 
sorority dominated social atmosphere. However, in ’71 there were few 
people with guts enough to rebel against the fraternities and sororities. 
There were places to go just like there are now. There were complaints 
about no place to go. It just proves—'and I am just looking over the last 
5 years—that students never change. They'll always have the same gripes— 
about there’s no place to go on campus, but there really is. I mean I 
dated and got married without having to go into the girls’ dorm. We 
found places to be alone and develop a one-to-one relationship. And if 
the student nowadays can really think how good they have it, they’ll be 
able to think of ways to change it—the right way.

INTERVIEWER; I know that you mentioned a little bit about the fraternities 
and sororities. What type of role did they play on campus in your early 
years and did you become a part of a fraternity?

NARRATOR; Fraternities and sororities impress every freshman. They are 
the first ones to bld on you. We used to have the slav^ auction the firsts 
couple days of school and you washed the fraternities’ cars. Fortunately, 
I just skipped out of that (laugh). Ah, fraternities had beer blasts, had 
parties; freshmen were invited. It was early, early in my sophomore year, 
I was invited to join Tekes, Sig Eps, and Xi’s. I didn’t really feel that I 
could pledge. It’s a real long story and a personal story. So I became 
a social affiliate of the Xi’s on campus. And was a social affiliate 
for a year and a half, until circumstances beyond my control forced me 
to leave the organization. And...for my senior year^‘ the year after I 
left the Xi’s, I had a very bad taste about fraternities. Some of them 
are trying to change. Some of them are looking for more service work. But 
there’s still that hard-headed few who think, you know, that fraternities 
4re it and if you’re not fraternity, you know, who cares about you? And 
if you’re not sorority or if you’re in the wrong sorority, tough (laugh), 
we don’t even want to see you—talk to you. But it takes work, and there’s 
people on campus now that can do it.

INTERVIEWER; Okay, between ’71 and ’75 were there any major student up
risings about any matters or what?

NARRATOR; In 1972, the spring of ’72, I’m pretty sure, open dorms came to 
a head. It was the big thing. As I recAll Rob Fritz was in charge of a 
committee to sign a petition, to give it to the president, and business 
manager and whoever else was around. And when they did, I guess nobody 
listened to them, nobody read it. They just let it sit. 'So on one hot 
spring night, there was a rally and probably the best turnout that the 
Lenoir-Rhyne student body has ever seen in its history. We had cameras from 
WBTV, and WSOC was up here. They really called it a riot, I guess (laugh). 
WHKY had a half-hour long special and...it resulted in two professors 
eventually losing their jobs,. But they spoke up at the rally and gave 
sympathy to the cause. And this was before open dorms was popular. This 
was when, you know, every school was going through the same thing. The 
student center was a mess...ah...there were people in there for six or seven 
hours after. It was uncontrollable, but it wasn’t a riot. I mean, the kids 
just wanted to sit there and they were there.





ON THE CHANGING ACADEMIC PROGRAM AT LENOIR-RHYNE

Interview with Dean James M. Unglaube 
March 8, 1977

Interviewer: Carolyn Huff

Dr. Unglaube became Dean at Lenoir-Rhyne In 1970, following three years 
on the faculty In the Chemistry Department and service as Chairman of 
CEPAC (the Committee on Educational Program and Academic Calendar) 
which brought to the faculty the proposal for the adoption of the 
4-1-4 academic calendar and the reorganization of the core curriculum 
of the College. Thus, Dr. Unglaube’s term as Dean saw some of the 
most sweeping academic changes In the modern history of Lenoir-Rhyne. 
Dr. Unglaube left the College as Dean on April 1, 1977, to take the 
position of Aialstant Director, Dpeartment for Higher Education, Division 
for Mission In North America (LCA)>

INTERVIEWER: You pretty quickly got Involved In "young turk" activities 
and curriculum reform . . . (laughter).

NARRATOR: Yes, that’s a very Interesting story. I don’t know how that 
happened, entirely. I guess It was the spring of my second year at 
Lenoir-Rhyne that there was turmoil on the faculty to sort of restructpre 
everything. They had reached the point where they were beginning to be 
concerned about the future, although things were going rather well yet 
for Lenoir-Rhyne, enrollment was doing fine. But there were some signs 
on the horizon that the admissions picture wasn’t quite as good, and that 
kind of thing. We were In the midst of, you know, tremendous turmoil In 
the country on campuses, which was by and large passing Lenoir-Rhyne by.

It wasn’t happening here, but everybody knew about It. Everything 
you did had to be^relevant supposedly, and so Lenoir-Rhyne seemed to be 
primed for change as It probably had never been before and I don’t think 
has ever been since. It elected a committee, with Instructions to review 
the calendar, giving special attention to the Interim term, or the possibility 
of ao Interim calendar and to look at the core curriculum. So that 
committee was elected. There were five of us faculty members and two students, 
and I was rather surprised to be a part of that committee because I was so 
young on the faculty.

But they elected us and charged us with this responsibility and sort 
of gave us a year to do It. They never expected to do anything for that 
very next academic year. In fact we really didn’t get started until 
summertime. And the committee met with then Dean Henry Von Moltke and Dr. 
Von Moltke had a notion that this process should be a huge undertaking and 
that I, as It turned out that I was chairman, should pack myself off to 
Washington and find a hotel room and hire a secretary and stay there until 
I brought major funding back to support this massive project . . . and 
publish the results. He was thinking of soinethlng that If It worked might 
have far reaching effect. Well the committee, maybe It was just downright 
scared, the committee didn’t look upon Its task that way at all. It was 
sincerely Concerned with trying to find something that would work at LR 
and If somebody else wanted to use Itj fine; but we were more concerned 
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about ourselves. So we approached, it completely differently. Nobody 
wanted to be chairman of the conmittee, so I got stuck with it. And., 
that’s really the way it worked. It’s not, ah. . . .

INTERVIEWER; It’s hot 'false modesty?

NARRATOR; No. No. Not at all. We went around the room. You know you 
would have expected the more senior people in the group to take it.
Nobody wanted it, and I guess I was sitting there, the yoxmgest, and the 
most foolish, and ended up with it. Bill Shuford, who wasn't there, 
because he was still Reaching at Furman, was elected Secretary. That 
was a worse Job than being chairman.

Well, anyway, we decided to txy a different approach and we’d see if 
we could get project grant support from the Lutheran Church of America, 
which we did. We received a grant for the committee of $15,000 which was 
matched by, I guess, $5,000 of college money, and then Bill Shuford and I 
each received what were called Research and Creativity Grants at that 
point, and they’re now personnel grants, for $2000 each. So the committee 
had almost $25,000 to operate, which was a tremendous amount of money for 
us, the way we were planning to undertake the task.

Dr. Bost was sture that Dr. Von Moltke would be an integral part of our 
work. But Dr. Von Moltke so much wanted it to take a different direction. 
He was upset with our going to the Church. He had worked' with that office 
in the Church and didn’t think it was the right use of the Church’s money. 
And he never took part in our work, didn't come to meetings. He may have 
come once or twice at the beginning but pretty much left us alone. We 
didn’t confer with him much, and we went our merry way. And I haven’t gone 
back even to look at all the activities that went on—I know that I attended 
a conference on the U-.1-H, my first introduction to the U-1-1* calendar, that 
June, June of ’69, at what was then Florida Presbyterian College. I met 
some people there, involved in 4-1-U, that are still close friends. And 
this was the first time I met them, in fact one of the leaders of the 
conference is now President of Wayne College, one of the Lutheran Colleges, 
Jack Bevan, who was Dean at Davidson, at the time he was Dean at Florida 
Presbyteriaji. And I made a lot of friendships there—spent a whole weekend 
and was Introduced to the U-l-l;.

We traveled, various members of the committee, traveled all over, at 
least, half of the country, visiting other institutions and other calendars, 
during the summer and the fall semester and began to develop a calendar and 
a core program. It’s interesting that probably the most distinctive feature 
of the curriculum part, for LR, was the introduction of the, so-called 
interdisciplinary core. And Howard Federspiel was really really the person 
who brought the idea into the committee. Howard never stayed to implement it. 
Howard left for another Job that following summer. But, I guess it was the 
January faculty meeting, 1970, we went to the faculty and proposed that 
they adopt the calendar—U-l-U calendar. The calendar came first; and that 
was an act of faith on their part because they knew they Were going to get a 
core curriculum proposal later, but they didn’t know what it Was going to 
be. And there was a lot'of. debate on that .

There were some people who wanted some other kinds of calendars, the 
trimester, quarter system, some other things. But the faculty accepted it, 
I guess, by a vote of two-to-one, something like that. But it wasn't over
whelming, two-to-one is a good vote; but when you're implementing such a 
far-reaching program, you want full support.

I.



And then we went hack to work and about March, I guess, we presented 
the Core Program; end we arrived at the faculty meeting about four or four- 
fifteen as we usually did over in the Music Building, and by 6:00 p.m. it 
was fAirly obvious that we had barely scratched the surface. We had barely 
looked at the thing. Well, at six o’clock the faculty took action to cancel 
classes for the next day. This announcement was made, and the faculty 
came back (it was an amazing day) came back and spent the entire next day 
in faculty meeting. We broke for lunch, came back in the afternoon, and 
hammered that thing out and in that case the vote was overwhelming. One 
department sort of bloc-voted against it because they were opposed 
primarily to a part of it,, not so much to all of It. I believe that would 
be an accurate statement. But in that case, it was probably more like an 
eighty-five to five vote, rather than two to one. The only change that was 
made was to increase the Ideas of Man course from three to six hours. We 
had come in with three interdisciplinary courses, each semester courses; 
and I believe that change was reconmended the afternoon of the first day. 
And once we got through that afternoon, the thing sort of began rolling the 
next day and things just kept rolling. It was an unbelievable experience.

INTERVIEWER; Have you given any thought, Jim, to where the Core Curriculum 
at Lenoir-Rhyne should be going. . . from this point? There have been 
several ideas of changing it.
5 X

NARRATOR; Well, if I’m leaving the Job with a frustration, it would be that 
I really think as long ago as a year or maybe two years ago that we should 
have come up with something that would have in some way made what we had 
better. I don’t think everything we did was wrong, by any means, but I 
think there are ways in which it ought to be refined. I think we may be 
getting close to the point of finding a way to do that. I also realize that 
maybe the day will come when the campus will be ready to accept such sweeping 
changes; but I haven’t seen the day yet, in fact Just the opposite. In fact, 
it’s generally unwilling to take dramatic new steps.

But I think we're on the way with the Core—I hope, if it doesn’t get lost 
in the shuffle. I think there’s two directions that are crucial to it. . . 
one of them is that we need to do a better Job of basic skills. Everybody is 
saying that. I think it’s particularly Important at Lenoir-Rhyne— 
recognizing the nature of Our student body. We’re not attacking that very 
well with the present Core. . . I think there are some ways in which we 
could refine the interdisciplinary program; and the other thing is that I’d 
very much like to see some kind of course, upper level course, that would 
(I guess would be taken by students about the time they take Religion UOO 
now), but that would serve a little different purpose and that would be sort 
of a pulliiig together ... a chance for students to look at what they’ve 
majored in—to come to grips with Christian ethics.



The foild^in^ article was contributed by Don Miller, a 1975 
graduate who is quite Interested in researching the history 
and tradition of the College.

A WALK THROUGH THE PAST - THE LEGENDS OF LENOIR-RHYNE

By Donald A. Miller

The shadows of the day creep from the corners of the campus buildings. 
The dull fingers of the night reach out and entwine, as they crawl into 
the evening from every tree and shrub. Darkness engulfs the light, and 
once again, Lenoir-Rhyne readies itself to relive its long history through 
its legends and mysteries. As the light fades, let us walk the darkened 
paths, and learn some of the legends of Lenolr-Rhyhe.

The Quadrangle center of the campus, stands before us.. We enter the 
darkness - quiet and solitude loom apparent. But wait, the darkness and 
silence are disturbed momentarily. By chance, we catch a glimpse, of 
movement^ flying to our left. Just movement, nothing concrete, nothing 
tangible - then again; but this time, we hear a faint flutter of wings. 
The silent night returns, and we have time to collect our thoughts.

Certainly what flew through the trees was not a small animal - a 
bat, jay, or pigeon. The sound was muted, almost non-existent...this 
was larger, sleek, and knowledgeable of the night....there...again, it 
swBops and dives in the darkness.

Few have actually seen this phantom of the Quadrangle In reality, 
the darkness has been pierced by a very large bam owl. An owl that is 
said to have a five foot wingspan and an unrivaled rule of the night 
skies around the College. This owl nests somewhere near Schaeffer Hall, 
but no one has ever found its home. Tn recent years, the owl has been 
seen only once. Early in 1976, very late at night, it mistook the 
campus security guard for its midnight snack. Fortunately, the diving 
bird realized his prey was not preyable, and disappeared into the night.

Our first encounter, here in the quad, may be the only answerable 
mystery that we will find on this midnight walk through the campus. 
For now we face the legend of Lenoir-Rhyne’s Carl Rudisill Library, 
and a truer mystery doesn’t exist on this College.

Thq history of the library is one of flame and fortune. Destroyed 
by fire in 1927, the library has since been rebuilt and improved to the 
modern structure and research site visible today. However, even with 
the passing of fifty years since the fire, the library still reminds us 
that the future is built on the past - our only clue to the stradge 
happenings within the library’s walls.



The 16gend is one of sound and sensation rather than sight. For 
years a legend of the library has made its way through the graduating 
classes, or so legends go. Some say that the apparition is a result of 
the fire of 1927. Others say that the sensation felt there is one of 
years before the College was even here. Still others say that ife is 
just sounds and air currents made by new building’s air conditioner.

For years, the legend has continued, and in recent years, has taken 
on even wider dimensions. Lying dormant until the first part of this 
decade^ our spectre, had apparently none to present itself to, until 
the 1970’g.

On a crisp spring night, the campus security guard has entered the 
back entrance to the library, making his boiler room check. On this 
particular night, he has forgotten his flashlight. Making his way to 
the large metal doors to the boiler room, he fumbles Xizlth his keys 
trying to find the master that will open the door.

Once unlocked, he jerks the door open, and steps into the murky 
darkness that confronts him. Routinely, he reaches for the light 
switch - feeling the wall, grasping for that small lever. Rut it's 
not there - a usual "flip of the switch" turns into a search for 
any small amount of light.

While searching for a match or some flammable utensil, the guard 
suddenly reacts to a coldness from behind. As he turns quickly, a glow 
disappears into the recesses of the room. Again pursuing the lights with 
increased furor, the guard senses the presence once more. This time it 
touches him, ever so lightly, from behind.

Finding, at long last, the evasive light switch and illuminating the 
room, he scans the area and finds his night stick lying on the cold 
concrete floor; Yet there was no struggle, no need to draw it. Picking 
it up, he could not help but feel that he had met the legend in person.

The basement of Carl Rudisill Library is not the only place where 
strange library happenings have occurred. During the Easter holiday of 
1976, a more visible incident took place in the librarv; an incident in 
which this author was directly involved.

While making my routine checks of the many campus buildings, I noticed 
that there were some lights on in the older section of the library. 
Thinljlng that there was nothing to it, except my error on a previous round, 
I walked through the library, found the switch and turned off the set of 
lights. I was in darkness, except for the narrow beam of my flashlight. 
Walking back to the front doors, I stopped, and scanned the darkness, 
making sure that all the lights were now out. They were, I was sure.

The end of my shift was near, so I made my way toward the student 
center, which was ray last check for the night. I walked around the 
outside of the building, in no special hurry, checking doors. With the 
building secure, I sat down in front of the Center, and watched the 
carapus settle into the night.
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Then light! The whole library was lit up brighter thdn day! I 
sat and stared, trying to decide whether those lights were teal or my 
mind had turned them on. Almost at this same time, ray relief guard 
pulled up; and he wanted to know why the lights were on in the library. 
Together we went and examined the switchboards in the library - no 
tampering, no shorts, no signs of trouble. How:ever, a puzzling sight 
presented itself, plain as day: every light switch was turned on, not 
just the master switch, but every separate control switch had been 
switched on. I met the mystery of the library that night.

From the library, we walk past the Rhyne Building, in front of the 
aged Yoder Building, and approached the warm facade of Highland Hall. 
The home of our next strange apparition. Here stands Highland Hall, 
one-time women’s dormitory, men’s dormitory, classroom, office building, 
and now housing many phases of campus activity. I^hat waits within? Well, 
this too, is a puzzling tale of the unknown.

The story goes, that on the right night, one can hear sounds in 
Highland: sounds of talking, laughter and weeping. Possibly, you may 
hear something or someone walking the halls, closing doors, or climbing 
stairs. I-That is it that roams the half-century old building? No one 
really knows, but one explanation is that there is a presence here, 
someone who does not want anything in Highland Hall to change. A presence 
who jams doors, short circuits lights, and plays havoc on furniture, 
windows, and unwelcome visitors.

As in most legends, here on the campus, the most recent and investigatable 
reports of strange activity come from users of the buildings and security 
guards; those who spend regular amounts of time in the buildings. 
Highland is no exception.

L.R.C. Playmakers, who in recent years have used third floor Highland 
for make-up rooms and costuming - have experienced the presence of the 
Highland ghost. Doors that have no locks on them have been found 
unopenable on many late night working sessions. Foot steps heard in the 
hall, are never seen. Furthermore, L.R.C. security reports similar occurences 
on their nightly rounds through the building. The Highland legend is the 
only spectre whose .actions sometime take on aggressive tendencies.

On a relatively quiet night, a security guard on a regular check of 
Highland, encountered footsteps on the stairs. Investigating, he climbed 
the stairs to the third floor- landing, only to have the fire door slam 
shut in his face. Finding the door free to the touch, he entered onto 
the hall, only to hear movement at one end. Proceeding down a maze of 
stored furniture, the guard found lamps, chairs and other furniture 
strewn in his way. Finding lights and switching them on, he searched the 
entire hall - finding nothing. So, with this in mind, we’ll leave the 
mystery of Highland Hall to your solving and walk to Schaeffer Hall and 
our next spectre of the past.

Schaeffer Hall is a forbodlng structure in the night’s light. Its* 
brick and stone stand in memory of L.R. C.'s strong past. many corners 
angles, and shadows stand in remembrance of mystery and secrets the 
College also holds.



Students residing in Schaeffer Hall, have encountered a rather unusual 
presence wandering the echoing halls of the dormitory. Very late at 
night, usually when most of the residents are asleep, footsteps - those 
of an aged and feeble person, have been heard treading the once all-wooden 
floors. There is no hurry in the step, no definite distinction - but 
they always end up on second floor.

Once on the hall, the unknown night walker stops near room 206 or 
208. A brief, but deafening silence reigns. Then, very faintly, yet 
very definitely - the slow creaking of a rocking chair - back and forth - 
across floor boards aged with student life. The rocking emanates from within 
the room - on covered floors or bare. Authorities have investigated these 
encounters, but none have ever entered anything but a quiet room.

Not far from Schaeffer, we appro"ach the front entrance to Mauney Hall. 
As the first hint of day lightens the sky, we know that our tour of 
and mystery is about at an end. Before we leave the campus to resume 
our dally routine, let’s sit on the dew-moistened steps and experience 
the last of L.R.C’s mysterious legends. Look, a tree dedicated to the 
campus by the class of 1910, stands by itself between the library and 
Hinges Science Building. Wait - no closer please - only here on the 
steps of Mauney can one experience this pre-dawn apparition - Watch - 
there - under the tree - one, two, three - no, six figures appear. Six 
hazy, shaded figures - unclear yet unmistakably human in appearance.

The morning sky lightens, the mist of the morning rises off the 
damp grass. Now these six figures become more unmistakable - they’re 
young women, in dress of the early 20th century. Bright gowns,billowing 
skirts, ribbons, laces, all the trimmings of a past time. They seemed 
to be talking with one another, exchanging pleasantries of the day; yet 
we can not hear a word.

The day light is growing brighter, and with the new day’s dawning, our 
debutantes from the past slowly disappear with the morning mist.

The beauty of this legend and the mystery of the others serve to remind' 
those who teach, learn, or visit the L.R.C. campus of what has come before. 
The tragedies that befell the College, the sometime loneliness of the 
residents, the happiness of the years spent, and the beauty that is Lenolr- 
Rhyhe.
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REFLECTIONS ON PAPER

Although not all of the Lenoir-Rhyne Alumni vho were surveyed for 
the Oral Histoiy Project could be interviewed on tape, numerous 
alumni sent in veiry full, complete and moving descriptions of 
their lives here on campus. The following selections are a 
sampling of these descriptions.
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"Though fev of th£/ professors were ’learned,' instruction 
with few exceptions was good and thorough for undergraduates (as 
good as I found at three state universities I later attended). . .

_Stong orthodoxy prevailed. Darwin's hook /. wa^/ not allowed 
in l_ th£/ Library, nor Boh Ingersoll's, nor Tom Paine's."

Fred R. Yoder — 1910

"Each morning a worship service was held in the Auditorium of 
'Old Main'; attendance was not required, hut was emphatically urged, 
especially for Lutherans—others were heartily invited. It consisted 
of a brief message by a Professor, or an invited speaker of note— 
time about 20 minutes—records were kept.

"'Lovers Lane' extended from Oakview toward 'Old Main,' then toward 
town, then toward 'Old Main'—for evening walks.

"For me, walking toward 'Old Main'—she always had a message for 
me: 'I am a Church College, educating the Head, the Heart and the Hand.'"

F. L. Conrad -- 1916

"Lenoir Rhyne College has been of inestimable value to Hickory 
through the years. It tipped the scales to make Hickory 'the Best 
Balanced City.'"

Myra Evelyn McFall — 1917

"Downstairs to the right fron ]_ in Old Main/ Dr. Karl B. Patterson 
taught Math. There were other classrooms on that side where Dr. Longaker 
taught History. Dr. F. Grover Morgan taught Latin. On the left side 
frcxn the entrance Dr. Seagers taught English. Dr. Little, Dr. Herbert 
Little, 'Hubby,' taught French and Bible. The Library was in the back 
of the building. Miss Leia Miller was the Librarian."

Ruth Hyder Barber — 1918
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"But none of these Worlds I’ve lived in, or any of the Honors 
confei*red upon me, . . . have meant more to me than the brief time 
I spent at Lenoir-Rhyne College. Dr. Fritz and the moral climate 
of his home, as well as the moral climate of the college, is the 
FOUNDATION STONE on which my life was built."

Edythe Beam Mayer — 1920

"The College not only provided a traditional academic program, 
but provided inspirational lectures at the assembly period along 
with a reverence that impressed me as a Baptist student who later 
embraced the Lutheran faith (LCA)."

Karl C. Garrison — 1921

"In 1915 there was only one public school in Hickory which 
housed all from the first grade through high school. I was a graduate 
of that school named Oak Wood School, the first one in Hickory. There 
were 18 graduates from that school in 1915. So the Old Main was a 
very imposing stnucture to all of us."

Mrs. Harold G. Deal — 1921

"During my freshman year most of the boys were taking military 
training at the College, but separate from the other classes. Of 
course on Armistice Day, November 11, 1918, we celebrated by marching 
as a student body through Hickory. After that year, the boys entered 
our class as civilians."

Mary Lois Coon — 1922

"The professors were well qualified, conscientious and devout.
A religious atmosphere permeated the classrooms and the campus. The 
students were most appreciative of the opportunity to go to College. 
Many came from poor families."

Worth Alexander Setzer — I92U



"There was a student Luther League that met in St._Andrewfe Church. 
The Philalethian and Bunsenean Literary Societies [_ for women, the 
Chrestonian and Euronian Societies for men. They all had excellent 
programs weekly, then the men’s Societies had debates yearly—all were 
lively and worthwhile. The girls got together once a month as I remember, 
for a lively party at Oakview Hall."

Mrs. Lily Yount Norris — 192U

"Practically all students attended church activities and Sunday 
Services at St. Andrew's. There was a Luther League on campus with 
about 30 regular attending members. Not too much social life—matrons 
were strict, and had hard and fast rules to be adhered to."

Luther 0. Boliek — 192*6

"Attendance at the daily chapel services (Monday through Friday) 
was supposed to be compulsory, and the names of those present were 
recorded by student proctors, but I do not recall that anyone was 
disciplined because he failed to attend chapel. The chapel services 
were usually conducted by ministerial members of the faculty, and were 
always religious in nature. Sometimes a visiting minister might conduct 
a chapel seirvice, but not veiy often." 

«« »« *» «« »* »« **
"To say the.zleast, social life was very restricted. Boys and girXs 

were not supposed to have conversations of any length in the building or 
on the campus. Dating was supervised, and girls were supposed to ’sign 
out’ and ’sign in’ when they left Oakview Hall and returned. Occasional 
trips to the movies were permitted, and couples sometimes met at the 
movies according to a prearranged schedule. If boys and girls wanted to 
communicate, they usually found ways of doing it, and there were a good 
many college romances. Boys and girls did not eat together in a common 
dining hall, but meals for the boys were served in Highland Hall and 
meals for the girls were served in Oakview Hall. There were no restrictions 
when couples wanted to go to church and Luther League together, and this 
doubtless added to the popularity of religious activities. When St. Andrew’s 
Church was empty, as on a Sunday afternoon, couples would sometimes go in 
the church to carry on a conversation, and student proctors would sometimes 
inspect the premises to make sure that such activities were not taking place."

«» «» «» ** «« «» **
"Although often overlooked and forgotten, a very Important part of 

college life in the 1920’s and even earlier was the number of private 
home around the campus which provided room and board for college students 
and some faculty members. Some homes kept boys only, while other kept
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both sexes. (They were in reality co-ed dormitories, and boys and 
girls ocQupied adjoining but separate rooms and used the same rest
rooms. ) The homes were owned by Mr. and Mrs. P. L. Barringer, Mr. 
and Mrs. A. L. Deal, Mr. and Mrs. R. 0. Rhyne, Mr. and Mrs. D. A. 
Sox, and Others. The names of these people should be preserved and 
the location of their homes should be identified, because they rendered 
an outstanding servi(ce in their day."

Frank P. Cauble — 1926

"I think we had better discipline in colleges in those days than 
we have in colleges today. Girls were supposed to stay in their room 
at night. Seniors were allowed privileges and could visit rooms. 
Sometimes we had fire drills at night. Everyone threw on a housecoat 
and bedroom slippers and got out immediately.

As for Senior privileges I remember one Saturday night we were 
allowed to go the kitchen and make candy. Imagine something like 
that happening in colleges today. Yes the College furnished the 
sugar. What a good time we had!"

Ruth L. Beaver — 1927

"After several months at Lenoir-Rhyne I began to realize that if 
I remained in college it would be necessary for me to get down to 
serious business with my studies. The longer I remained at Oak View 
Hall, where the rats played football in the ceilings every evening, 
the more I learned to love the college with its old buildings, its 
devoted faculty, and the happy group of students."

Mary Ellen Mimdy Wilson — 1927

"The student body was small, but closely knit. I was a Baptist 
town student attending a Lutheran College. But I was well accepted, 
and became active in many activities."

W. Perry Crouch — 1928
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"The College grounds and buildings were well kept and very 
attractive. The faculty was good. As an English major lasting 
impressions were made by such professors as Dr. Setzer and Dr. Albert 
Keiser. We had opportunities to participate in religious activities 
at St. Andrewb, and many of our students were sent to churches in 
adjoining neighborhoods to assist. The social life was somewhat 
limited. One more or less fitted himself into a group and his social 
life was determined by that group* The first fraternity was organized 
on campus during my senior year."

Willie Plonk Patterson — 1930

"Many honors came to LRC through the Intercollegiate Forensic 
activities in the form of debates and oratorical contests. And who 
could forget the playmakers and the glee, club—such fun."

Margie Barringer — 1930

"Small campus, old in appearance, enhanced by the new Daniel 
Efird l_ Administration Building. Faculty fatherly, some
saintly, genuinely and personally Interested in their students, 
which made a lasting impression, influencing character and personality. 
. . . A glance at the Alumni Directory surprises one at the number of 
teachers, principals, and school superintendants Lenoir-Rhyne has 
produced, thereby making a profound impression on the past, present, 
and future citizens of the state."

Rev. L. Glenn Cloninger — 1930

"The appearance / of the College^/ was suitable for the time. 
The faculty was of the best and firm. The classes were small, . . . 
religious activities were on the whole...held high. I even think 
God was pleased with what He saw and heard."

Ocie Heavner Frye — 1937
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At the time that I was at LR, things were in change. World 
War II had Just ended and the boys in the military were beginning 
to return to college. Many of these boys were older than the 
ordinary college student.

There was talk about new buildings to be built and enlarging 
the school. . . .

Generally it was a period of transition fran a state of having 
to conseirve and economize and maybe even do without to a period of 
growth and expansion.

The significance of LR has been in its willingness to try to 
help the total person in a Christian atmosphere.'-'

Christine H. Staith — 19^9

"During the years 1951 through 1955, LR was a small, close, 
family community, students and faculty on a very close one-to-one 
basis. Because of the school's excellence in athletics during this 
period, the college spirit was very high. The big men on the campus 
were the athletes. Student participation in religious activities 
was very good, with chapel programs being mandatory.

In some ways, the student body was probably more mature during 
this period than any other period of her existence. This was due 
to the large number of Korean and WWII veterans attending."

Samuel L. Sox, Jr. — 1955

"That which will continue to stand out in piy memory was the 
excellence of the faculty and the curricula at Lenoir-Rhyne.

To me, the buildings were unimportant, but rather those from 
whom I learned, that comprises the real history of Lenoir-Rhyne."

Nancy Jane Smith — 1957
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"The faculty, like most small colleges had some outstanding 
profs and many more less than satisfactory. I believe it imperative, 
for the college’s existence, to hire the best and most qualified 
profs available; there is absolutely no reason LRC can't be equally 
as acceptable academically as Davidson College or similar institutions. 
Our campus is as beautiful and our city and environment as pleasant."

Barry G. Hastings — 19^9

"Although I was president of the Lutheran Student Association, I 
don't feel that the Lutheran students nor any denominational programs, 
made an impact on the life of the college in regard to religion. L-R, 
it seems to me, was 'church-related' in name only, ih spite of the 
dedicated efforts of committed Christian teachers and staff. This is 
not necessarily a severe criticism, but merely a fact of life. The 
significance of Lenoir-Rhyne is that it officially never hid from its 
avowed purpose that it was a Christ-centered institution of higher 
learning, but never forced religious views on anyone. The primary 
pujrpose of any college is to provide education, though, and I feel 
Lenoir-Rhyne provided an education for which nobody need ever be 
apologetic."

The Rev. Timothy Kennedy — 1970

"Since coming back to LRC, I find there is little change in 
some of these things. The faculty seems Just as dedicated. They 
seem younger—maybe because I am older. There are many more—lots 
more offered for study—methods more varied.

I think the students and faculty are both Just as friendly. 
This is Lenoir-Rhyne to me."

Katherine Betty Harvey Davenport— 
19I+5-H9; 1955; 1972-7 it
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"The major significance of Lenoir-Rhyne is that it offers one 
a broad education within a Liberal Arts framework and that the 
education experience is tied into one’s religious beliefs and 
understandings. True one is free to ignore any or all of the 
religious parts of the college experience (to endure the required 
classes. Ignore the electives, and never be involved in any of the 
religious activities), but the opportunities are open for one’s 
growth and sharing. Also, an important aspect of the college is 
that it is small, able to offer closer contact among students and 
between students and faculty."

Pastor Kenneth W, Fink — 1972

"student life was almost entirely ’Greek’ oriented during 
1971-75, and to most students, if you weren’t Greek, you should 
hide your face. Ify four years were the last years of the Vietnam 
War, Nixon, and Watergate. Students were more revolutionary and 
for more radical change in 1971-75 than just one year later.

Administration and faculty from 1971-76 became younger—i^ore 
personal—and less formal. The student in 1976, now has a chance 
to he more than Just a test score, or a number on a list. The 
faculty and administration are beginning to listen to what the 
students need and want."

Donald A. Miller — 1975




